T H K 


HISTORY 


* 


O F 


| 
| 


LORD CLAYTON 
AND 


MISS MER EDITH 


— 


— "os 


IN TWO VOLUMES. 


— 


A 


1 


VOL. I. 


— — 


"ng 


— 


DU B LIN: 


Printed for P. and W. WiIrsox, H. 
SAUNDERS, W. SLEATER, D. CHAMBER=- 
LAINE, J. PoTTs, J. WiLLiaMs, and 
C. Ix HAM. | 


MpccLxizx. ; 


— — 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 


"x 


o 


AS08081 


THE | 
HIS T0 R-Y 
I e OF | 

LORD CLAYTON 
AND 


MISS ME RE DI IT H. 


NORD CLAYTON coming from 
1 5 a viſit on horſeback one evening, was 
* 


ſtruck with the diftreſsful ſounds of a 
female voice. Turning his horſe to- 
/ wards the place from whence- they 
iſſued he rode up to it: in other words, he 
quitted the high road, and galloped down the 
lane to which his ear and his humanity dire&ed 
= : 


In the middle of that lane, at the foot of a 
tree, he diſcerned by the pale light of a feebly 
ſhining moon, a lady: he quickly diſmounted, 
and coming up to her What was his aſtoniſh- 
ment to ſee his julia in ſo pitiable a ſnua tion 
What was his afffiction to ſee her tied to the 
tree at the foot of which ſhe lay, appearing dy 
3 1 the 
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the blood ſprinkled on her cloaths to have been 
wounded ! 


© My dear Miſs Meredith,“ faid he eagerly, 
© for God's fake tell me immediately where 
you are wounded, and how you was brought 
into this unfortynate condition ?? 


125 Oh, Sir,” replied ſhe, © how providenti- 
* ally are you come to my relief, and how par- 
* ticularly grateful am I to heaven for having 
C ent you to be my woe dle * 


© Bur where are you - -wounded, my Ar 
Julia?“ interrupted he with additional eager- 
neſs. 


No where, ald the ; but had: not a 
© notſe alarmed the villain, he would, moſt 


probably, have murdered me; "= having 


; tied me— 


Loap CLayToN, having ſharply charged 


bhimſelf with an unpardonable want of coñſide- 


ration for not having inſtantly diſengaged her 
from the tree, ran to it, and, not being able 
to untie the cord, immediately cut them aſun- 
der. 


Wai EN he bad unbound her hands, he 
raiſed her from the ground, and aſked her if ſhe 
thought ſhe had ſtrength enough towalk to the 
neareſt cottage, which was at no great.diſtance, 


and in which, he told her, an honeſt old woman 
lived who would do her all the ſervice in her 


power, 5 
* Ju * ' 
* : - 7 
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Jour, aſſuring him that ſhe could walk ex- 
tremely well, and wiſhed very much for the 
aſſiſtance of ſuch a woman as he had mention- 


ed, he begged her to lean upon his arm, and 


led her with the utmoſt care and tenderneſs to 
dame Dobſon's, ordering his ſervant to follow 
with the horſes —While they paced ſlowly 
along he frequently aſked her how ſhe felt her- 
ſelf, with all the anxious ſolicitude of a fond 
lover; but poſtponed the further gratification of 
his curioſity, as he perceived by her tremor (oc- 
ca ſioned, no doubt, by the mingled paſſions which 
aroſe in her gentle boſom at the fight of a man 
whom ſne ſo little expected to behold at that time) 
that ſhe was not ſufficiently compoſed to relate 
what had happened to her. He could not help, 
however, before they directed their ſteps to- 
wards Mrs. Dobſon's, aſking her from whence 
proceeded the blood on her cloaths, and ſhe 
filenced his fears by informing him that it was 
only cauſed by a blow which. her noſe received 
while ſhe ſtruggled with her aſſailant. 


Jura,” when ſhe told her lover that ſhe was 
ſtrong enough to walk to the cottage, was not 
acquainted with her own ſtrength; for before 
ſhe-reached the hut, ſhe found herſelf ſo faint, 
that Lord Clayton with great difficulty pre- 
vented her from falling. 


Ms. Doss o, as ſoon as his lordſhip had 
recommended her to her particular care, eried 
aut, O dear Sirs I the poor lady is vaſt bad 
indeed, and muſt be put to bed out of hand. 


E Juri, 


* 
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- Journ, ready to fink under her mingled ſen- 
fations, rephed, * You fay very right, Mrs. 
© Dobſon, I am certainly much indifpoſed, and 
þ wy if you pleaſe, accept of your kind of- 
fer.“ | | 


ov ſhall be obeyed, Madam, in a 
© whiff, faid the good creature, © My Sue and 
I will do all we can to get you well again. 


Log CLayYToN being ſatisfied that his 
Julia would be as carefully attended as if he 
himſelf was preſent, and being alſo apprehen- 
five that the earl, whom he wiſhed not to make 
uneaſy, would be alarmed at his failing to re- 
turn, agreeably to his promiſe before the night 
was far advanced, took leave of her in the ten- 
dereſt, moſt affe dtionate, but moſt reſpeaful 
manner, and, promiſing to come to her in the 
morning, remounted his horſe in order to go 
back to his father, 


Lord CLAYTON, finding that his father 
had been ſomewhat alarmed about him, amuſed 
him with an excuſe for not coming home be- 
fore, which prevented any enquiries concern- 
ing the cauſe of his late return; and pleaded 
alſo a flight indiſpoſition, to apologize for his 
retiring to his own apartment ſoon after his ar- 
rival, The adventure of the evening had made 
fuch an impreſſion on his mind, that as he 
could think of nothing elſe he wiſhed only to 
give a looſe in private to the various thoughts 
which it occaſioned, and to ſee the ſun begin 
again its daily courſe, Many a ſleepleſs night, 


indeed, had he, before that adventure, devoted 
to 


and Miſs Meredith. 7 


to his Julia; but ſuch a night, ſo full of ten- 
der ſolicitude, he had never ſpent in his life. 


Wulrx they were ſitting at breakfaſt the 
next morning, the earl ſaid, © I have almoſt 
© fretted myſelf to death, George, about this 
© d—d five thouſapd ; and do not know how | 
* to bring myſelf to reliſh the payment of it. 
© Why cannot you now drive Miſs Meredith 
out of your head, and help me out of this hor- 
rible dilemma by marrying e ſhe 
© is a ſenſible girl, an accompliſhed girl, and 


looks as if ſhe would make a very good wife. 


A 


Lord CLAvro being juſt at that time 
thinking more about his Julia than either his - 
breakfaſt or his father, ſtarted not a little at ſo 
unexpected 2a ſpeech, having flattered himſelf 
from the manner in which he left him after the 
mention of the forfeiture, that the affectionate 
feelings of the parent would get the better of the 
ſordid ſenſations of the miſer. 


Do I ſtagger you, George? added his 
lordſhip, on Lord Clayton's making no re- 
ply : ag | 


Vo do indeed, my lord: from the vex- 
ation and concern Which you expreſled-yeſter- 
© day; on having acted fo precipitately, I 
* formed pleaſing hopes which you have naw 
* cruelly blaſted; for I find, to my extreme 
* uneaſineſs, that you prefer five thouſand 
pounds to my, felicity., _ 5 


| He ſaid no more. Lord Bromley returned 
no anſwer with his tongue; but his features 
Za A.4 . | * > "Joy. 
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plainly ſhewed that the father and the miſer 


were engaged in a ſharp conteſt in his bo- 
ſom. 


DvrinG that conteſt his ſteward entered 
the room with papers which required his imme- 
diate peruſal: Lord Clayton availed himſelf of 
the arrival of thoſe papers to repair to the cot- 
tage, as he moſt ardently longed to know how 
his Julia had reſted after her fright and fatigue, 
eſpecially as he had left her complaining of being 
much indiſpoſed. | 


Ms. DopsoN's humble and hoſpitable 
dwelling was not far from the earl's houſe: 
Lord Clayton, therefore, went thither on foot: 
but he went with ſuch expedition that he ra- 
ther flew than walked. hen he arrived at 
the cottage he was not a little happy to find, 
that Julia had been conſiderably benefited by 
the refreſhments which the worthy owner of it 
had adminiſtered to her, | 


AFTER a number of enquiries relating to 
her health, to which he received the moſt ſa- 
tisfaQory anſwers, his lordſhip intreated her to 
gratify his curioſity by informing him what had 
brought her to England, and by what accident 
ſhe had been ſeparated from her parents ; being 
well aſſured, he added, that Mr. and Mrs, Me- 
redith, fully ſenſible of the happineſs they en- 
joyed in the poſſeſſion of ſo amiable a daughter, 
would never have ſuffered her to undertake a 
voyage from Ireland without them. 


Juri having thanked him in the moſt 
captivating manner for the diſquietude which 
he had diſcovered about her health, and * 

. the 
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the compliment at the eloſe of his ſpeech, pro- 
ceeded in the following terms ; while he with 


tered, 


6 
- 
* 


= 


6 


6 
6 
6 


6 
6 
« 
6 
c 
c 
6 
6 
c 
0 
60 
c 
c 
6 
c 
c 
» 
c 
pe 
c 
« 


— 


greedy ear devoured every ſyllable ſhe ut- 


* My father having received a letter from 
England to acquaint him with the death of 
his elder. brother, by whoſe deceaſe a very 
good eſtate fell to him, thought it quite ne- 
ceſſary to come over to take poſſeſſion of it, 
and, therefore, made immmediate pre para- 
tions for his voyage. | " 


© THe letter of intelligence was written by 
Mrs. Meredith, my uncle's ſecond wife, who 
having a ſon by a former huſband had, we 
heard (for after his ſecond marriage my uncle 
broke off on a ſudden all correſpondence-with 
my father) taken an infinite deal of pains to 
get the eſtate for that fon :.but though ſhe 
had influence enough over my uncle to occa- 
ſion an interruption- to- the harmony which 
had long ſubſiſted between him and his near- 
eſt relations, ſhe could not prevail on him, by 
all her inſinuating arts, to do an unjuſt acti- 
on; that is, by cutting off the entail, to 


leave his eſtate to Mr. Norton. Mrs, Me- 


redith, in her letter, would have appeared in 


a very advantageous light it we had not been 


too well acquainted with her real character to 
be duped by the flouriſhes of her pen; for 
ſhe lamented the loſs of her exccllent huſband 
in the moſt pathetic language, and expreſſed 
the ſtrongeſt deſire to ſee a man to which his 
unbrotherly behaviour had ever given her the 
deepeſt concern, and which behayiour was 
As the 


* 
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* the only cenſurable part of his compoſition— 
(I uſe her own words.) £58 


* AT ſuch a letter, in ſuch a ſtyle, my father 
could not help ſmiling, though he was aQu- 
ally ſorry to hear of his brother's death, as he 
was naturally of a benevolent temper, and a 
conſiderable benefactor to his poor neigh- 
© bours: we were all indeed ſtruck with the 
' © flagrant inſincerity running through it, as 
© well as with the writer's affectation in her 
phraſeology. But to the purpoſe, 


A 


a «a «a 


A 


WIE - embarked with all poſſible expedition 
on board a packet, eſteemed an exceeding 
fine ſailer, and, after a very pleaſant voyage, 
arrived at Cheſter, There my: father was 
taken ſo ill, that he could not think of pro- 
ceeding. My father, Sir, is ſubje& to a 
* gouty diſorder, and whenever he is attacked 
© by it, is generally confined for ſome time; 
© though he had never, what is called, a regular 
fit in his life. | | 


a a «a a 


Mx father growing ſomewhat better in a 
© few days, began to be ſo diſſatisfied with his 
© accommodations, that he wiſhed heartily to 
© be removed to more agreeable quarters. He 
© felt himſelf juſt able to bear the motion of a 
© carriage, and was therefore deſirous of ma- 
© king a viſit to a worthy family not many miles 
from hence, as Iam informed by Mrs. Dob- 
© fon, with which he was, when he lived in 
© England, upon an intimate footing; not 
© doubting 'but that he ſhould find a cordial 
© welcome from his old friends again, and a 
* 4k com- 
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4 bn reſidence among them, till he 
* was perfectly recovered. f 


* In conſequence. of this deſire in my father, 
* and of his being in a condition to bear a re- | 
© moval, a poſt-chaiſe was ſoon hired for him, 
my mother, and her woman; ind two horſes, | 
„the one for me (as I preferred a ſaddle to - 
© any other ſeat) and the other for our ſer- 
© vant. . — 


\ by 
5 In this travelling equipage we left Cheſ- 
ter this morning early, and I kept up with 
the chaiſe pretty well till about two hours 
before you diſcovered me in ſo deplorable a 
ſituation : my horſe then falling lame, I was 
obliged to ſtop; but not imagining that 1 
ſhould be detained a great while, as John told 
me he ſaw plainly what ailed the creature's 
foot, and could ſoon ſet him to rights, I did 
not think it neceſſary to retard the progreſs 
of the chaiſe till I was ready to follow it. 
The driver therefore whipped on without 
looking behind him. | 


_@ *F Tr . £=©E SO FOE T. ww ee 


© WHEN John had examined my horſe's foot 

very attentively, he made me extremely un- 
happy by telling me that the poor beaft hav- | 
ing loſt a ſhoe had been ſo wounded by ſome | 

\ ſharp ſtones that he was unable to walk with- | 
out limping If therefore, madam, continued 
he, you chooſe to mount my horſe I will - 
change ſaddles.” . | 


No, John, ſaid I, as you will be pre- - | 
© vented by that exchange from following me 
| 5 Vith 


WM 
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with equal quickneſs, I ſhall receive no be- 
nefit from it : but this is a moſt unlucky 
event; for we ſhall not only be hindered 
from-overtaking the chaiſe, but we may alſo 
turn down a wrong road, and even find our- 
ſelves benighted in the right one.? 


. 


* As to that, madam,” replied John, © you 
need not trouble yourſelf a bit ; for I know 
all this part of the country as well as I do my 
own name, and will bring you ſafe to your 
journey's end, though not ſo ſoon as you per- 
haps wiſh.” 


«„ „ „ „ a 


* I was rather filenced than ſatisfied by 
John's anſwers. In ſpite of his aſſurances, I 
was alarmed and full of a thouſand diſquieting 
apprehenſions : 1mploring, however, the pro- 
tection of providence, and trufting both to 
the knowledge and fidelity of my guide, I 
moved on flowly under his dire tions. 


% M a «a „ 


© When it grew duſk, I felt an additional 
damp upon my ſpirits, and from that mo- 
ment, a thouſand terrifying refleQionscrowd- 
ed into my mind. Separated from my dear 
parents, uncertain of their ſafety, and ſtrong- 
ly. conceiving #bewr ſenſations by ny own, I 
ſhould, I believe, have been deprived of the 
wer of holding the reins, had not John 
perpetually endeavoured to chear me, and to 
diſpel my fears by animating ſpeeches, for 
which I often thanked him, as I thought. he 
. © deſerved to be thanked for the ſolicitude 
3. © which he diſcovered about me. But how 
« difficult is it to know-when the language of 
the lips, {peaks the language of the heart 


6 2 0 i 00S. 


Soon 
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* Soon after we got into the lane to which my 
* ſcreams drew your attention, the man on 
* whoſe fidelity I had ſo much depended, difſ- 
* mounted and coming up to me, plainly told 
me that if I did not quit my ſaddle, and ſub- 
mit to his deſires, he would prepare to take 
* that by force which I would not give him 
64 


* 


with my free conſent. 


I was, at firſt, fo aſtonifhed at ſo unex- 
pected an addreſs from a perſon who had till 
then, not only behaved to me with a decent 
ſubmiſſion, but with a remarkable reſpect, 
that it ſtruck me dumb: never had I been more 
ſurprized in my life; but recovering myſelf a 
little, I replied, as fiercely as I could, What 
do you mean, John, by accoſting me in this 
inſolent and very unbecoming manner?“ 


r BY: 


Mean, faid he pertly, and taking hold of 
one of, my hands, I will ſoon tell you what 
I mean when J have got you out of your ſad- 
* dle: do you think I brought you into this lan 
for nothing??? 4 


* PROVOKED at his doubling the imper- 
tinence of his carriage, inſtead of making an 
apology for it, I whipped my horſe, in ordet 
to convey myſelf from an impudent fellow 
with whom my honour was no longer ſafe, 
but I whipped in vain ; and recollecting the 
creature's lameneſs, I ſhuddered to find my- 
ſelf unable to ſave that honour by flight. I 
was now abſolutely in the power of a wretch 
who was deaf to all that I could urge to ſoothe 
* him, or to deter him from his infamous inten- 

{1 gy 7 1 tions, 
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* horſe, and finding me ſtruggle with all my 
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tions. He pulled me with violence from my 


ſtrength to diſengage myſelf from his 'arms 


"(for I wiſhed to try whether I could not run 
into the high road, hoping that ſomebod 


might be paſſing by who would pity my diſ- 


treſs, and deliver me from it) he dragged me 


to the neareſt tree, and tied me to it with 


cords, which he took out of his pocket. While 
he was tying me, he threatened to murder 


me if I made any noiſe; but all his menaces 


made no impreſſion upon me, I ſcreamed as 


loud as I could. When he had bound me fo 
faſt as to render any refiſtance ineffectual, he 
was, in his turn, alarmed : happily for me 
he was alarmed by ſome rough voices in an 
adjoining field. After having rifled my poc- 


kets, and uttered. words which I cannot re- 


peat, he went to the lame horfe, and did ſome- 
thing to his foot which gave him immediate 
relief: for as ſoon as he galloped off on his 
own, the other followed him with as much 
ſwiftneſs as if nothing had ever hurt his foot. 
The moon ſhone only faintly while theſe pro- 
ceedings were going forwards; but the light a- 
riſing from it was ſufficient to let me fee what 
I have deſcribed. Diſtreſſed, however, as Iwas, 
in a place totally unknown to me, far from 


my kind relations, far from my friends, and far 


from being eaſy with regard to the ruſtic voices 
by which John had been alarmed, I could not 
help feeling ati agreeable ſenſation throbbing 
in my heart at his departure :, but that ſenſa- 
tion was momentary, terror again took poſ- 
ſeſſion of me, and I again ſcreamed as loud as 


I could: moſt fortunately for me. I did not 


| long ſcream in vain.— My cries ſoon brought 


6 a deliverer ; 


» 


5 
Pp 
) 


e 


and Miſs Meredith. 15 | 


* a deliverer :' but how was I at once aftoniſh- 
ed and rejoiced to ſee you, my lord, approach 
me in ſo very amiable a character. 


Lorp CrAvrox, finding that his Julia 
had concluded her little narrative, raiſed the 
hand which he had held in his during the utte- 


rance of it to his lips, and having preſſed it to 


them, ſaid, looking moſt tenderly, moſt reſpect- 
fully at her, * You do not know, my deareſt 
«* Miſs Meredith, how much joy 1 feel, how 
* ſincerely Iam delighted, in having been ſing- 
* led out by providence to be inſtrumental to 
* the preſervation of your honour ; perhaps, to 
the preſervation of your life; for if the infa- 
* mous wretch, who had dared to form a deſign 
* againſt the one, had not been luckily intimi- 
* dated, there is no ſaying to what length his 
fears of another kind might have carried him 
* againſt the other. But why ſtand the tremb- 
ling tears in thoſe lovely eyes, my deareſt Ju- 
* lia ? (continued he) You are now under my 
protection, and you may be thoroughly aſſu- 
red that no unhappinefs ſhall ever come near 
* you, if I can poſſibly avert it,” 


© I-am exceedingly happ my lord,” repli- 
ed Julia, © in your kind — and think 
* myſelf particularly fortunate in being under 
* your protection: but while I am in a ſtate of 
F uncertainty about my dear parents, my heart 
* cannot be at eaſe; I muf# feel for thoſe who have 
ever made it the conſtant ſtudy of their life to 
make my life every way agreeable to me, and 
* ſhould be the ungratefulleſt of daughters, nay, 


* 


4 12 deſtitude of be if I could, un- 
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der my preſent "ſeparation from them, enjoy 
a perfect tranquility of mind.” 


'* You have conſiderably increaſed the high 
opinion I' had of- your filial affe ctton, my Ju- 
* ha,” ſaid her fond. and faithful lover, by that 
* dutiful ſpeech; and believe me, I will do e- 
* every thing in my power to learn whether 
* Mr. or Mrs. Meredith are with their. old 
friends in this neighbourhood, as ſoon as you 
© have acquainted me with the names of thoſe 
friends; or endeavour, ſhould they have met 
with any retarding adventure, to procure 
© ſpeedy intelligence about them.” ; 


JuL1a having thanked his lordſhip in the po- 
liteſt terms for ſo kindly conſidering the anxi- 
ous ſituation, of her rar þ by offering to make 

enquiries-after thoſe concerning whoſe fafety 
ſhe had a thouſand alarming apprehenſions, in- 
formed him that a Mr. Chapman was the gen- 
tleman by whom her father expected to be hoſ- 
pitably received, and with whom he purpoſed 
to ſtay till he was able to undertake his northern 
journey: the eſtate which devolved to him ly- 
ing in the North-Riding of Yorkſhire. | 


WurN Lord Clayton heard the name of 
Chapman, he felt the moſt pleaſing ſenſations 
in his breaſt, as he was no ſtranger to the do- 
meſtic merit and conjugal felicity of that gen- 
tleman : he therefore replied, * You have given 
me no ſmall ſatisfaction, my dear Julia, 
© by your laſt ſpeech, becauſe I am very well 
* acquainted with Mr, and Mrs. Chapman, and 


do not know a more agreeable, a more amia- 
, = = 
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* ble couple. They have been married about 
half a century, and are as happy in each o- 
ther now, as they could have been, I think, 
in their honey-moon. I will very readily 
wait on you to Mr. Chapman's houſe, which, 
as Mrs. Dobſon rightly told you, is not many 
miles from hence: perhaps we may be lucky 
avg to meet Mr, and Mrs, Meredith 
there? 4 


R 


G OE 0 


Juria, ſighing ſaid, You are extremely 
kind, my lord, to offer to conduct me to 
ſuch valuable people; but I am afraid to flat- 
ter myſelf with the expectation of meeting 
my dear parents under their roof. However, 
as there is, I muſt own, ſome probability 
that they may have been ſafely lodged with 
their old friends, I am the more deſirous of 
accepting of your eligible propoſal.” 


Www We wo WO 9 FE VA ' 


Lord CLAvyToN, after a very affectionate 
adieu, returned to his father, whom he wiſhed 
to find diſpoſed to give up the forfeiture to Mr. 
Jarvis with a good grace. He had determined, 
from the moment of his being acquainted with 
that forfeiture, to diſcharge it, in order to re- 
concile-the earl to his marriage with Miſs Me- 
redith, having been enabled to make ſuch an 
advance for ber ſake by a legacy which was left 
him by an aunt; but he was willing to ſee 
paternal affection get the better of avarice, 


WuIIx the horſes were putting to the phæ- 
ton in which he-intended to carry his Julia to 
Mr. Chapman's, he went in ſearch of the earl, 
who was, his ſervant told him, gone into the 
garden. He found his lordſhip in one of the 
temples, 
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temples, but in ſo thoughtful an attitude, that 
his approach was not perceived till he had aſ- 
cended the r * _— Wes if he was out 
of order. | 


Lonp Dentin, during from Weener, 


ſaid, A man is always out of order, George, 


* 


c 
6 
c 
£ 


Z 


5 expeditious,” 


when he is conſcious of having done either a 
ridiculous or a wrong thing. Now, as I 
have behaved both like a fooliſh and a bad 
father, I am ſmarting under the N ers of 


| ay ay N- 1 11 


Ir makes me very uneaſy, my lord, 
think that you are ſuffering in this A on 
my account,” | 


© IT nave not deſerved ſuch - A ſpeech from 
you, George: but I will deſerve your par- 
don, for having permitted a baſe paſſion to 
hurry me into meaſures deſtructive of your 
happineſs. I will go to town immediately, 


and cancel my precipitate H roamed with 


Jarvis.“ 


© You are fo generouſly condeſcending, my 
lord, and fill me with ſuch grateful ſenſations 
by the return of that paternal affection which 
has lain ſo long dormant in your boſom, that 
I beg you would permit me to advance the 
ſum ſtipulated between your lordſhip and Mr. 
Jarvis, as I cannot bear the thoughts of your 


being deprived * that ſum for my ſake.” 


„No, Ovortie; the fool ſhould ever pay 
for his folly : I am reſolute, and I will be 


As. 


„ 
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As Lord Bromley was a man who hated 
delay when any thing on which he had fixed 
his mind was to be executed, he was in a ſhort 
time after the delivery of his commands, ſeated 
in his poſt-chariot, and whirling into the road 
to London. 


Lord CLrayToN, having ſtaid to take 
leave of the earl, mounted his phæton, and 
drove to the cottage which contained the ſole 
miſtreſs of his affections; conceiving a ſcheme 
as he rolled along to facilitate his union with 
her. I am well aſſured that the payment of 
* this no trifling ſum, can never be remember- 
© ed by my father without the greateſt regret : 
* I will, therefore, endeavour t6 make him 
* doubly reconciled to my marriage with Miſs 
* Meredith, by telling him, that I do not de- 
© fire him to advance a ſhilling towards it. 
© My aunt's legacy, and the fortune which 
Mr. Meredith always intended, I have heard, 
to give with his daughter, if ſhe married 
with his approbation, will furniſh an income 
ſufficient, if managed with ecconomy, to 
ſupport us in a genteel and reſpeQable ſtyle 
of lite. Pomp and parade have no charms for 
me, and if I have made right conjectures 
about Julia's diſpoſition, they have no allure- 
ments for her: what is grandeur without hap- 
pineſs? and how rarely are grandeur and . 
* happineſs united ?? | 


* 


. 


Wir reflections of this kind Lord Clayton 
arrived at Mrs, Dobſon's, and. found his Julia 
ready to leave her ruſtic apartments, though 
the declared at her departure from the good 

woman 
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woman (after having made her ample amends 
by giving her ſome money which the ungrateful 
 wretch- who robbed her had, in his hurry, left 
in her pocket) that ſhe ſhould prefer a cottage 
with his lordſhip's company to a palace without 
it. 1 | 

As Lord Clayton always drove ſpirited cat- 
tle, he ſoon made his appearance at Mr, 
Chapman's, The worthy old gentleman, 
having been riding over his grounds, was juſt” 
going into his houſe, when the rapid approach 
of his lordſhip's phæton attracted his atten- 
tion. | | | 


Lord CLAYTON, when he had jumped 
out of his chaiſe, paid his compliments to Mr. 
Chapman, and having told him that he had 
brought a young lady to viſit him, turned about 
to Julia, and received her from her exalted ſeat 
in his arms. 'Then, preſenting her-to his good 
neighbour, ſaid, © Here ſhe is, Sir, as amiable 
© a woman as ever exiſted, and I dare ſwear 
both you and Mrs. Chapman will be pleaſed 
with me for bringing her, when you have 
been five minutes in her company. | 


A «a 6 


Mx. CHAPMAN behaved with the utmoft 
politeneſs to Miſs Meredith, but, at the ſame 
time, like a man who had never ſeen her be- 
fore, and taking her by the hand, conducted 
her towards the houſe, telling Lord Clayton, 
to whom he looked over his ſhoulder as he led 
her along, that his lordſhip's taſte in beauty was 
not to be diſputed. . Noel 


LORD 
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LoxD CLAyToN, while he followed them, 
longed to aſk Mr. Chapman if he had any 
friends down with. him ; but apprehenſive that 
Julia might be too much affected, if ſhe heard 
no mention made of her father and mother, he 
choſe to poſtpone, on ber account, the gratifi- 
cation of his curioſity. 


— 


Wurx Mr. Chapman had carried Julia into 
a parlour fronting the avenue, Lord Clayton 
ſaid to him © You do not ſeem to know your 
* viſitor, Sir ?? 


© I Do not, I confeſs,” replied he, © recol- 
ect the lady's face: I can only ſay that both 
Mrs. Chapman and myſelf, will endeavour 
to make her viſit to us agreeable.” 


vr expreſſed the pleaſure which the re- 
ceived from his polite carriage to her by a moſt 

obliging ſmile, and on Mrs. Chapman's en- 
trance into the room, civilities of the fame na- 
ture with thoſe already paſt were renewed. 


Lorxp CravyToN then having informed 
Mr. Chapman who his viſitor was, and in what 
manner ſhe had been ſeparated from her parents, 
concluded his communications with ſaying, * I 
* was in hopes, Sir, all the way I came, that 
I ſhould have found Mr. and Mrs. Meredith 
here; but though I am not fo fortunate, you 
© will, I dare believe, readily take their daugh- 
ter under your protection till you ſee them; 
© for you may reaſonably expect to ſee them 
* ſoon, as they have only been, in all proba- 
* bility, retarded either by accidents upon 8 ö 
1 . toa 


* 
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* road to the carriage, or by the miſtakes of a 
© blundering driver,” " | 


Ms. CHAPMAN, ſeeing Julia's eyes moiſt 
ened with the tears of filial affection, retired 
with her into another apartment, in order to 
adminiſter to her all the comfort in her power, 
under a diſappointment - which ſeeemed to be 
inſupportable. | 


Lorp CLAYTON, as ſoon as the ladies had 
quitted the room, conſulted with Mr. Chap- 
man what ſteps to take in order to produce the 
wiſhed-for diſcovery : and in conſequence of a 
plan of operations ſettled between them, ſeveral 
ſervants were immediately diſpatched on fleet 
horſes to make the moſt diligent enquiries in 
different roads, 


Wr the ſervants returned without having 


made any ſucceſsful enquiries, poor Julia fainted 
away—When ſhe recovered her ſenſes, ſhe 
broke out into ſuch deſpairing expreſſions with 
regard to the fate of her parents, during the 
delivery of which her whole frame was violent- 
ly agitated, that all the efforts of Mr. and 
Mrs. Chapman and Lord Clayton united were 
inſufficient to perſuade her not to terrify herſelf 
with the dreadful apprehenſions of never be- 
holding them again alive— I ſhall never ſee 
* my dear parents again,” ſaid the amiable girl, 
wringing her hands; and throwing up her 


ſtreaming eyes to Heaven, in the depth of her 


_ diſtreſs, © I ſhall never ſee them any more 
they are gone — gone for ever dead — dead 
© —perhaps: murdered by the very viflain who 
ut goa ns mo; Alle bolrigter flags 


* 
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© was providentially hindered from accompliſh- 
ing his brutal defigns againſt me. 


HRA the anguiſh of her mind became ſo in- 
tenſe, that ſhe fell into another fit, in which 
the lay a conſiderable time, and appeared fo 
totally diſordered when ſhe came out of it, that 
it was judged highly neceſſary, late as it was, 
to ſend for a phyſician who lived a few miles 

off, 


Lord CLAYTON having ſpent the even- 
ing, he could not think of ſupping while his 
Julia remained in ſuch an alarming condition, 
at Chapman-Place: he began therefore to 
make a motion towards his departure from 
thence, though with a reluQance which was 
ſtrongly imprinted on every feature in his face. 


Mx. CHAPMAN, putting himſelf, like a hu- 
mane man, in hislordſhip's ſituation, could not 
perceive that reluctance without compaſſion, 
and therefore very earneſtly preſſed him to ſtay 
where he was, till the next morning at leaſt— 
Tou had better take a bed with us to-night, 
* my lord,” continued he; © you will only fit mo- 
<1 ping at home by yourſelf, as the earl is gone to 
© London, and have a thouſand fears about 
* Miſs Meredith, who, by following the pre- 
© ſcriptions of Dr. Friendly, will, J dare ſay, 
* feel herſelf quite another thing to-morrow.” 


As Lord Clayton had ſecretly wiſhed to be 
detained by his benevolent neighbour,. he 
wanted not a renewal of his perſuaffons to in- 
duce him to continue under his hoſpitable roof 
during the remainder of the night, . be 
"me a Docron 


—— 


— 
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Doctor FRIEN DIY came ſoon after he 
was ſummoned, found his patient better than 
he expected from the meſſage which he had 
received from Lord Clayton's ſervant, aſſured 
; his lordſhip that ſhe was not in a dangerous 
way, and having wrote a few lines in a violent 
hurry, took his leave with the moſt animating 
| expreſſions. | — * 


' KR , * — 

| BETORRH morning, however, notwithſtand- 
| ing the doctor's conſolations and preſcriptions, 
Julia's fever increaſed, and ſhe grew deliri- 


Wulxx ſhe lay in a very affecting ſtate with 
| her intellects extremely diſturbed, Mr. and 
| Mrs. Meredith arrived : but ſhe was not capa- 
ple of being made ſenſible of their arrival: and, 
| indeed, when her ſenſes returned, it was deem- 
N ed prudent not to make their arrival known to 

her with abruptneſs. | 


Mx. and Mrs Chapman welcomed their old 
friends in the heartieſt-manner imaginable, who 
returned their civilities with equal politeneſs and 
cordiality, but with ſtriking marks of diſquie- 
tude. in their faces; and could not help aſking 
them, as ſoon as the firſt civilities were exchan- 
ged, if they had ſeen their daughter, or heard 
any thing concerning her? | 


Tux anſwers which they received to thoſe 
enquiries, filled them with a variety of emoti- 
ons, at once pleaſmg and paintul, but the lat- 
ter were predominat; for, from the tenderneſs 


of their Julia's diſpoſition, and the delicacy, of 
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her conſtitution, they were greatly alarmed at 
her deſcribed fitvation,” and their fears were 
much ſtronger than their hopes. 


Lon Clayton, by his behaviour upon 


che melancholy occaſion, rendered himſelf ſtill 


more amiable in the eyes of his Julia's fond pa- 


rents, than he had been before his departure 


from Ireland, and ſincerely proved the fervour 
of his affection for their moſt deſerving daugh- 
ter, by the ſincerity of his ſorrow. 


7 


Warn Julia's fever left her,” and ſhe was a- 


ble to ſit up and to converſe with her friends as 
rationally as ever, Lord Clayton undertook 
the agreeable taſk of breaking that news to her 
which had given bim ſo much pleaſure, ſo much 
heart-felt ſatisfaction; and diſcloſed it to her in 
ſo gradual: a manner; with ſo much addreſs, 
that it did not overſet her ſpirits, though it 
threw them into a very great commotion. 


Wurx ſhe had repeatedly aſked his lordſhip 
if his intelligence- was true, if her dear parents 
were actually on the road to Chapman-Place ; 
or if he had not too haſtily credited a favoura- 
ble report about them; and when his lordſhip 
had repeatedly aſſured her that he had not been 
deceived by any falſe reports, but that ſhe would 


really be happy in their embraces in a ſhort 


time, ſhe fell on her knees, and in lively lan- 
guage, highly ſuitable to the occaſion, return- 
ed thanks to the Supreme Diſpoſer of all 
events, for the tranſporting felicity which ſhe, at 
that inſtant, enjoyed, | 


:- Lord 


—— U - 
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Long 'CLarToN, chen, raiſiug her from 
the floor, ſeated her in her chair with the ut- 


| 


I this houſe, my lord!” replied ſhe, gaz- 
ing earneſtly on him 1 10 8012590} 23 
© Yrs, my lovely angel; they arrived here 

© a few days ago; but you Was not in a condi- 

< tion to be acquainted with their arrival; and 

© when your ſenſesreturned, we all thought it 

* imprudent to communicate intelligence of ſo 

particular 4 nature, without preparing you 

for the reception of it. I, therefore, deſired 

Ai to be the perſon employed to make the neceſ- 

< ſary preparation, and am happy to find that 1 

have not, through my eagerneſs to impart to 

© you the delight which 1 myſelf felt at the ſight 

of my long-ming friends, occaſioned - too 
vehement a ſhock to your ſpirits.” 


Jura, having breathed a ſecond effuſion 
fall of piety and gratitude to Heaven for the pre- 
ſervation of ber parents, turned to Lord 
Clayton and ſaid, Vou have by your kind 
* and prudent carriage, my tord, inereaſ- 
4 ed. it it can be inereaſed the regard to which 
<. you are ſo juſtly entitled from me; and Iſhall 
ever be ready to acknowledge my obligati- 
n - Nn 1 10 K 


| | een nnen e. 
Nau them not, my dear Julia, but com- 
+ poſe your ſpirits, which W 
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to be a little fluttered; while I go to inform 
Mr. and Mrs. Meredith of my ſucceſsful viſit 
to you; and aſſure yourſelf that I ſhall ſoon 
return with them, and enjoy the moſt pleaſ- 
ing ſatisfaction I ever felt in my life.“ 


* 


are 


Hz then quitted the hand he held in his, in 
order to forward the interview for which he had 

ſo happily planned the way; but ſhe ſeizing 
his coat, cried out, Oh! do not go alone, 
* my lord—1 am not very ſtrong, indeed, but + 
I will try to walk down ſtairs—It is my Place 
to go to my My and not tbeirs to come 
* tome.” 


f Excellent creatura? replied my lord— 
but I muſt ſtop you, my Julia (continued he, 
© re-ſeating her in her chair You are too fee- 
© ble—I dear not comply with your wiſhes —If 

any accident ſhould happen to you from this 
_ © reſolution, I ſhall never forgive myſelf, 


Wirk thoſe words he left the room, and 
gave every body below not a little pleaſure by 
relating what had paſſed above, eſpecially to 
the amiable pair who were the moſt intereſted 
in what he related; and, requeſting that he 
might introduce them to their daughter, pre- 
ceded them to her apartment. 


As ſoon as he re-entered the room he ſaw 
his Julia ſlowly advaneing for ſhe had quitted 
her chair on hearing feet upon the ſtairs coming 
up—He ran immediaiely to her, and prevent- 
ed her from ſtirring a ſtep farther; but he could 
not, without ſome difficulty, prevent her from 
nN towards her mother when ſhe. ap- 
E B 2 | pearcd 
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| pred behind him. Mr. Meredith ſoon made 


is appearance too. A very tender ſcene then 
followed, in which Julia and her parents 


ſhewed themſelves in a light Ae amiable 


and affecting. 


| Lokp CLayToN, when that ſcene was 
over, imagining from his Julia“ s looks, for his 
eyes were rivetted on her while ſhe poured forth 
her filial effuſions, that ſhe wiſhed to be with 
her mother in private, took Mr. Meredith aſide. 
They whiſpered a little Re, and then 
went down ſtairs, | 


As ſoon as Julia perceived herſelf china with 
her mother, the threw her arms round her 
neck, and ſaid, Ohl how much have I ſuffer- 
© ed-ſince*I was ſeparated from you and my 
good father !|—how tranſported am I to ſee 

you both again land how much am I in- 
* debted to the humanity and tenderneſs of 
Lord Clayton, whom Heaven ſent to my re- 
lief, when I was in a ſituation pitiable beyond 


bo expreſſion 2 


Fx tranſports which I feel, my dear Ju- 


lia, ſaid Mrs. Meredith, on your being thus 


© reſtored to my fond arms, are too exquiſite to 
© be deſcribed : and I am well aſſured that your 
* father's feelings on this unexpected and moſt 
© happy diſcovery, are ſimilar to mine. To 
Heaven, indeed, our gratefulleſt acknow- 
© ledgements are juſtly due from us all; and I 
© muſt own, I am doubly delighted to hear that 
© the man, who ever ſince you knew him, me- 
* rited your eſteem by his behaviour to you, 


© has ated in ſuch a manner as 'to' increaſe it. 


But 
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© But of what kind my dear,” continued ſhe, 
© have been your ſufferings ſince our ſeparation, 
© and from what diſtreſsful circumſtances did 
© his lordſhip relieve-you-?? E vi 


Juri, then, gave her mother a ſuccin& 
relation cf what had happened to her from the 
moment of her being ;retarded by the lameneſs ' 
of her horſe, and cloſed her narrative with the 
following words—* And now, madam, have 
not my ſufferings been ſevere ?/ have L not 
been cruelly diſtreſſed, and have I not reaſon 
© to pour out my ſincereſt thankſgivings to 
Heaven, for ſending a deliverer to me at ſo 
critical a juncture? Whoever had been my 
* deliverer I ſhould have felt myſelf. under the 

© deepeſt obligations to him; but the appear- 
© ance of Lord Clayton in that noble charactes, 
certainly heightened the pleaſure which I felt 

© from the proipe& of being ſpeedily. releaſed * 
from my painful condition 


© You have, indeed, been particularly fa- 
* voured by -providence—What a wretch |— 
Little did I imagine that a man who had be- 
_ © haved' for ſo many years unexceptionably, 
© would turn out ſo infamous a fellow—T heart- 
ily rejoice at your deliverance, my dear girl; 
entirely approve of your ſentiments ariſing 
from it, and will, in my turn, relate the ſitu- 
ations into which your father and I have been 
thrown, and the interruptions we have met 
with from the time that we miſſed you, with- 
out being able to gueſs at the cauſe of your 
delay, or how to diſcover the road in which 
you had been retarded. . 
b B 3 Jor1a, 
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_ Joerra, having told her mother that ſhe 
mould liſten with the utmoſt attention to a nar- 
rative which could not but be very intereſting 
to her, Mrs. Meredith opened it in the ſubſe- 
quent terms; * a 


Cone lupo that you was not far be- 
* hind the chaiſe, as we had frequently feen 
vou on looking out at the windows, we were 
not diſturbed with any apprehenſions about 
© you; but on my putting out my head; in 
order to beckon you to me, and to defire yon 
© to take particular notice of a view. which ap- 
© peared to me the moſt pictureſque one I had 
© ever beheld, and not feeing you, Mr. Mere- 
a m_ bade the driver walk | his horſes a 


Wurx he had moved flowly on for about 
a quarter of an hour, without being joined 
by you, we did indeed begin to be alarmed, 
and were extremely at a loſs how to act, as 
* we had paſſed ſeveral roads during our flow 
© progreſs, in feveral directions. At laſt being 
© overtaken by a countryman, we afked him if 
he had ſeen a lady on horſeback, attended by 
7 Her ſervant. The countryman anſwering in 
© the affirmative, pointed to the road'in which 
© he had left them, and we turned into it im- 
* mediately, hoping to meet you. We travel- 
© led however ſome hours at a conſiderable but 
© at an unſucceſsful rate. Finding then, upon 
a ſecond inquiry, that we were at too great a 
_ ® diſtance from this hoſpitable place to think of 
* reaching it before the next morning, OY 


had we been carried out of our way, and 
* night approaching very faſt, we reſolved to 
ſtop at a town which was near us, and to 
take up with what accommodation we 
could Penne for the een by tlie 
Ong ww 21 160} * 
: 901 i 
. Wurn your rather. was 0 to quit tire 
© chaiſe, he felt himſelf fo crippled by having 
„ ſat ſo many hours in a diſagreeable poſture, 
as the narrowneſs of the carriage would not 
ä admit of his ſitting at his eaſe, that he could 
not get out by himſelf: the man of the houſe, | 
if therefore, came to aſſiſt him ; but ke and | 
the driver together found it very neceflary to 
5 lend him all the aſſiſtance in their power to 
revent him from falling. I too was not a 
e fatigued; and as our minds were pretty 
P © equally agitated on your account, we ſpent 
* our time in a manner the n een 
* to be imagined. 4 — 


Vous father bad we any reſtall THEM ; 
© and the few. ſlumbers into which I felt were 
© ſhort and interrupted; and Loften ſtarted out 
of ae dreams. 


* 


8 


2 the morning, however, 0 we roſe, 
we flattered ourſelves, after a variety of re- 
* fleQons occaſioned. by our. diſtracting ſitua- 

_ © tion, that you. would, moſt probably, on be- 
* ing ſeparated from us, ride with the utmoſt 
expedition to Chapman- place, aſſured of a 
_ © heatty welcome there, though not per ſanally 
2 known, as — father and I have not ſeen 
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melancholy one for e. 


and therefore ordered our chaiſe to be got 
ready. | | | 


Just as we were on the point of leaving 


the town, your father was taken ſo very ill 
that he was obliged to give up all thoughts of 
his journey — His gouty ſenſations were ſuffi- 
cient to render his confinement in a houſe to 


which nothing but the neceſſity of the mo- 


ment would have carried him, thoroughly 
miſerable; but his reflections ſuper- added en- 
tirely deprived him of his uſual philoſophic 
compoſure, and drew from him many peeviſh 
and ſome highly paſſionate expreſſions, which 


contributed, no doubt, to increaſe the acute- 


neſs of his bodily complaints. To want the 
power to move from a ſpot when we moſt 
wiſh to leave it, is ſurely to be in a condition 


much to be-pitied—and I could not help 
looking on our condition at that time as ſingu- 


larly compaſſionate None but parents know 
what parents feel in ſuch e e Our 
tender regard, and ſincere affection for you, 


my Julia, gave a poignancy to our diſquie- 


tudes not to be deſcribed, and, for my part, 
I was more than once, when the anguiſh of 
my mind was almoſt inſupportable, induced 
to envy the childleſs wife. Such à day I ne- 
ver paſſed before—and I never ſhall, I hope, 


paſs another like it. Your father frequently 


pierced my ears with his cries while he lay 
toſſing on his pillow, uneaſy in every poſture, 
and I was rooted to the bed-fide applying all 


the remedies I could procure, and adminiſ- 
4 


tring all the comfort I could think of — 


What a trying ſituation for bim —what a 


TRE 
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Tx day was diſtreſsful enough; we wanted 
no addition to the unhappineſs which it brought 

to us: but the evening immediately ſucceed- 

ing it made us ſtill more ſenſible of our infeli- 
city. | a 

© In the middle of the night we were alarm 
med in a dreadful manner. The room over 
our apartment was in flames. A careleſs ſer- 
© vant. had gone to ſleep without putting out | 
her candle, which falling againſt ſome linen | 
curtains ſoon threw them into a blaze. The | 
imprudent creature herſelf, waked by the vio- 

lent heat around her, was the firſt to raiſe the 


family; and by ſo doing preſerved the houſe ; 
for her room: was the only one rendered abfo- 


a K aA Aa 


lutely uſeleſs, ſo ſucceſsful were the vigorous 
proceedings of her maſter and his men upon 
the preſſing occaſion. - However, before they 
had extinguiſhed the flames, nobody, I be- 
lieve, ſuffered more than I did: as ſoon as I 
heard the word fire, the ſound of it made me 
ſhudder, but not fo much on my own account 

as on your father's, who could not, poſſibly, 

move himſelf from the dangerous ſpot. The 
fright had diſabled me from lending him any 

aſſiſtance, and every perſon belonging to the 

inn was too much engaged to think of us. For 
ſome time, therefore, I remained in a ſtate 
which I cannot paint in proper — 7 5 
good father, ill as he was, ſeemed to be far 
more affected by my appearance than by the 
cauſe of it.— During the moments of uncer- 
tainty with regard to the operations above 
* ſtairs, my ignorance of your fate, my. dear 
Julia, almoſt diſtracted me—I tepeated your 
8. |  £ name 
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© name frequently in bewailingaccents—T raved 
about you wiſhed myſelf out of a world in 
which I could no longer expect to enjoy any 
happineſs—forgetting—ungratefut as I was 
how happy providence had made me in a 
m_ the kindeſt, the tendereſt of his 
EX. | 


WX our landlord came to inform us that 
the flames were extinguiſhed, my fears began 
to ſubſide, and my reaſoning faculties to re- 
turn; but ſeveral hours elapſed before I could 
refle& on the agreeable inteligence which he 
communicated, without a confuſion of ideas. 


* ArTER this alarming incident, however, 
and after I had recovered from the agitation 
which it had occaſioned, I could not help 
wiſhing for your father's being able to bear 
the motien of the chaiſe, —Fortunately, to 
my extreme ſatisfaction, he was, in leſs 
than a week, in a travelling condition ; he 
came hither alternately animated with hope 
and damped with deſpair.— Thanks to all- 
graciqus Heaven, we heard on our arrival that 
you was ſafe under this hoſpitable roof; and 
though we could not but feel a diminution 
of our joy when we were informed of 
your being confined to your bed, the conſide- 
ration that we ſhould once more have the hap- 
pineſs of beholding you, and that the ſight of 
us might, probably, contribute to the return of 
your health, flattered us too much to make us 
|  * encourage any deſponding thoughts, — We 
| © have been here ſeveral days without ſeeing 
| © you, becauſe you have for ſeveral days been 
1 prevented by the raging of your fever from 
| *. knowing the people who addreſſed themſelves 


to 
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bee 
8 to you: and even when your fever left Lyon ang ; 
riends 


your ſenſes were reſtored, our goo 

here judged, perhaps very prudently, that 
Jour too ſudden appearance before you might 

* occaſion a relapſe, and be attended with fatal 
© conſequences: i in compliance, therefore, with: 
© their ——— ſuggeſtions, from our firſt 
„coming hither, we have denied ourſelves the 
Pfeaſuro of ſeeing you till this morning. 


Hers Mrs. Meredith pauſing, tenderly em- 
braced her daughter, and then added, It gives 

me unſpeakable ſatisfaction, my dear Julia, 
* to find you as well as you are, after ſo ſevere 

a ſhock to your conſtitution, and fincerely - 
77 9 — that you will feel every hour an altera - 
* tion in yourſelf for the better But why do 
: „Jou weep ſo now, my dear ? continued ſhe; 
* why. do you ſob oy as 1 . heart would : 
*.break ? 


0 I wer, — — ſaid he, in broken accents, 
© to think how much you have ſuffered for my 
* * ſake—can I feel too much for ſo had, ſo ae | 

* tionate a ent * 


Is. Munzbirn in return fon fo fliah A 
h, of the ſincerity of Which ſhe. was as 
ongly convinced as ſhe' was of hen own exaſ- 
tence; - redoubled her maternal endearments, 
— kifled away the laſt tears erethey fellon her pal- 
lid cheeks, and endeavoured by the maſt ſooth+ 


ing language to prevent her from ſinking under 
Ras nme. 


\ Wane be. — e bleibe r en 
Meredith came ate 2 and. byrhis 527 
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ternal behaviour appeated to the greateſt advan- 
tage. In a ſhort time after his entrance, how- 
ever, Mrs. Meredith | believing that reſt would 
be of more ſervice to Julia than a continu- 
ance of their converſation, ſhe informed her 
huſband of her ſentiments, and in coriſequence 
of his declaring the propriety. of them, they left 
her to the care of her nurſe, . that ſhe might, 
by having nobody with her to occaſion an exer- 
. tion of her 1 N into a refreſhing ſlum- 


ber. 


ts, a few Fg mercure Lord Clayton reeeiv- 
ed an expreſs from Bromley-houſe which requi- 
red his immediate departure, and he ſet off, 
when he had taken leave of his agreeable friends 
at Chapman- place, of his Julia in particular, 
who mended very faſt, with uncommon alacri- 
ty, becauſe his father's letter encouraged him 
to imagine that he ſhould ſoon make his re-ap- 
pearance among them happier —_ he pos ever 


yet been. | 
„end Bu esrb 0 on "his ERS in town, 
gave Mr. Merrick no ſmall pleaſure by acquaint- 
ing him with the occaſion of his journey. 
George's behaviour, my dear[Merrick}? ſaid 
he, © was ſo dutiful and affectionate during my 
© 1lIneſs, that I am determined to give up the 
* ſive thouſand pounds to Jarvis rather than 
make ſo good a fon unhappy by preſſing him 
7 to marry a girl whom he could not © rg _ 
© ſelf to like as a wife? WS 2 "GT 5 


"7 ov could not have come to town; my 
* 110 2 better errand,” 'reptied Mr. Mer- 
nick * but 1 muſt beg leave) to deſire your 

Une © ordſhip 
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© lordſhip to delay the execution of your kom- 
© mendable deſign, becauſe I have hit on a 
_ © way of promoting my nephew's happineſs, and 

© of ſaving your Mer cnt money” at the ſame 
time.?“ 

As no man ove money more than Lond 
Bromley, the latter part of Mr. Merrick's ſpeech 
ſounded very agreeably in his ear ; but as he 
was conſcious of having promiſed upon his ho- 
nour, to advance the ſum above-mentioned in 
caſe of Lord Clayton's marrying any woman 
except Miſs Jarvis, he was at a loſs to conceive 
in what way he could be honourably releaſed from 
his promiſe, without the payment of it. 


Mz. JAR vis and his Molly, whoſe meeting 
together after a very long abſence, was deſeri- 
bed towards the latter end of the firſt volume, 
finiſhed the day like the happieſt couple in the 
conjugal ſtate; but as they were not legally u- 
nited, though their hearts were cloſely linked by 
love, Molly retired to her lodgings at Mrs, 
Jones's, to which: Mr. Jarvis attended her, in 
ſpite of all ſhe could urge with regard to the 
needleſſneſs of ſuch a proceeding, as his ſervant 
would be ſufficient to prote& her from any im- 
pertinence in the ſtreets between the two houſes, 
N — were cov Age to be n 

* 
ov theſe fodgings Mrs. Dina rerainidl an 
Mr. Jarvis called on her to make her his wife. 
When che marriage- ceremony was performed 
he carried her Were * — rr | br = ſen, 
near rr 11 l.. 
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Me. AN dot called at Mr. — 
houſe ſoon after his departure, was not a little 
chagrined at his diſappointment, on his ne- 
phew's account; though he was- very glad to 
find that he had married the very woman whom 
he ought to have married fo-many years before. . 
Being however not of a diſpoſition to poſtpone 
the execution of any ſcheme he had conceived. 
(this turn of mind in him has, I believe, been 
already mentioned) he reſolved to go down to 
Ravens-Neſt. Aecordingly he ſet. out from 
Bromley-houſe the next morning, and left the 
earl at the ſame time pretty much puzzled to 
gueſs what would be the reſult a: his viſit to that 
* 

Brix e obligedto op for a bemparuey com 
plaint at a public houſe about half way to Bath, 
he overheard, while he was taking the refreſh- | 
ment which had always agreed with him, a 
converſation which inſenſibly attraQed his atten- 
tion; becauſe the word Jarus was frequently 
mentioned in it. A father and a ſon were, he 
ſoon diſcovered, the ſpeakers: and as he knew 
that Harriot was engaged to a young gentleman 
of whom her father did not approve, he thought 
he might by making his appearance before them, 
ſee perhaps the Mr. Harriſon to whoſe name he 
was no ſtranger, though'he was: not Ae "ah 
known to him. eg At „ h N 

ki this way of thioking, he, with ſeveral, 
apologies, for his intruſion, entered the room 
from which the ſounds iſſued which had ſharpen- 
ed dis curioſity, N advancing to the elder gen- 

9 . tleman, 


« © = % 
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tleman, aſked, him very politely if his name 
was Harriſon. | I 


of Ir is, Sir.“ 


Axp this young gentleman is your ſon, 
Sir d | 


© Yes, Sir.“ 


Aus in ſove with Miſs Jarvis, che daugh- 


ter of Mr. Jarvis, of Ravens-Neſt in Somer- 
ſetſhire - 


. * Yes, Sir— gut pray give me leave to aſk 
* you, in my turn, why you queſtion me ſo 
* cloſely, and withan earneſtneſs as'if you was, 
though Inever ſaw you before, Sir, intereſted 
in my affairs?“ . 


I cEERTAINLY never ſaw you, Sir, till now,” 


replied Mr. Merrick with a complacent counte- 


nance; but I cannot help being deſirous, 
* notwithitanding, of an acquaintance with 
* you. However, to convince you that I have 
not thus introduced myſelf to you merely to 
ſatisfy an inquiſitive temper, I will tell you 
* who Lam, and what Icome about. And you 
© Sir,” continued he, turning to the young gen- 


tleman, will not be ſorry, I fancy, when I 


© have made my diſcoveries. My name is 
* Merrick, I am nearly related to the earl of 
* Bromley : he married my ſiſter ; but that is 
neither here nor there His lordſhip and Mr. 
Jarvis have, for ſome time, been laying their 
* heads together to make an alliance between 


their families, which I am endeavouring to 


6 
prevent, 


- 
— —-— 
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prevent, becauſe my nephew Lord Clayton 
cannot bring himſelf to marry Miſs Jarvis; 
(the truth s he is deſperately in love with ano- 
ther lady) and as Miſs Jarvis has as little in- 
clination for his lordſhip as he has for her, I 
am willing to kill two birds with one ftone, 
by trying to prevail on her father not only.to 
give up all thoughts of urging her to marry 
the man for whom ſhe feels no tender ſenſati- 
ons, but to give his conſent to her being uni- 
ted to him who has gained her affections. 
Now, Sir,“ added he, addreſſing himfelf to 
oung Harrifon, as you are that man, I will 
uſe my utmoſt efforts to make you both happy 

in the marriage- ſtate; I delight in making 
people happy: I am never ſo well pleaſed as 
when I am doing ſomething to promote the 
felicity of my fellow creatures.“ | 
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THe younger Mr. Harriſon bowed his thanks 
to Mr. Merrick': the flutterings of hope, at 
that inſtant, hindered him from articulating 
them: the e/der, after having complimented him 
upon his philanthropy, paid him proper ac- 

- knowledgments for having his ſon's happineſs ſo 
much at heart. | 


As Mr. Harriſon and his ſon were going to 

Bath, on particular buſineſs, Mr. Merrick pro- 
ceeded with them towards that city, and ex- 
hibited during their journey ſeveral additional 
proofs of the benevolence of his diſpoſition. 


Ar Bath Mr. Merrick took leave of his tra- 
velling companions when they had heartily 
wiſhed him ſucceſs in his friendly SR 
CE BO1UOV £27145 - 2657 | | 51011 1190 
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and when he had aſſured them that he would 
ſpare no pains to bring Mr. Jarvis to conſent to 
make his daughter happy, according to her 
ideas of conjugal felicity, meer different 
from his own, 1 3 

Mz. didn nt was not 1 thy very politely 
received but cordially welcomed at Raven's- 
Neſt, and the whole: Jarvis-family ſeemed to be 
highly and equally pleaſed with his arrival. 
Full of the buſineſs which had occafioned his 
appearance there, he availed himſelf of the firſt 
opportunity to cloſet Mr. Jarvis, and to open 
the deſign of his viſit to him. When they 


were cloſetted, he addreſſed himſelf to him in 


the following terms: My dear Mr, Jarvis, as 
* you have now made Mrs. Barton all the 
amends in your power for her many ſevere 
ſufferings on your account (in doing which 
you have, indeed, but barely done your. du- 
ty, for ſhe certainly, from the moment ſhe 
became your miſtreſs deſerved to be your 
wife) you will not, I hope, throw her into 
new affliction by denying our daughter the 
happineſs which ſhe herſelf at preſent enjoys, 
that is, the happineſs of being inſeparably 
united to the man whom ſhe prefers to all 
other men in the world: eſpecially as the 
perſon who has made a very deep impreſſion 
on your daughter's heart is by no means un- 
worthy of being nearly related to you.” 
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© I PERFECTLY underſtand what you mean, 

* Sir,” replied Mr. Jarvis, and I dare ſay 
vou will not be ſorry to hear that I am quite 
ready to releaſe Lord Bromley from the pro- 
* miſe which I drew from him with regard to 
_ © the 
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© the forfeiture of five thouſand: pounds, by re- 

admitting the addreſſes of Mr. Harriſon to 
my daughter, whom I once encouraged, but 
© whom I very genteelly, flattered Wach the 
proſpect of a an alliance, afterwatds re- 
jected. My dear Molly has infuſed better 
ſentiments into my mind than I had before 
© ſhe was reſtored to me. Actuated with thoſe 
« ſentiments, I ſhall with pleaſure, in a ſhort 
time, wait on his lordſhip, and eancel all 
. agreements betw den us, to his no ſmall ſatis- 
faction, 1 NN 1 Sri 1 Lord 
* Clayto's? . Y 100 0 Var I, 


An to , Sir, or ar Mr. Mer- 
rick, * for Lord Bromley and my nephew have 
© both endured a great deal — uneaſineſs about 
that: fame forfeiture; and the removal of 

© any uneaſineſs from them will be a ſatisfacti- 
5 on, to me. Lord Bromley, Sir, thinks now 
nas a father, ſo much more juſtly than he did 
a month ago, that he would pay ten thouſand 
re — rather than deſire bis ſon to make 

© himſelf miſerable in the —— — in 
* ne with his neuer — 


© Turrx is no occaſion for Fes lordihip.t to 

advance a ſhilling, „ faid Mr. Jarvis; © for, as 
I ſhall break of the projected match, the 
© forfeiture will be of courſe. annulled.“ Ner- 


— 5 


Ms. Minmc K, hom related to Mr. Jarvis 
what he had overheard: at the: houſe at which 
he had ſtopped upon the road; and what paſſed 
during the ſubſequent interview, repeating as 
much of the converſation. on the ſide of Mr. 


, Harriſon and his ſon as would he, thought tend 
- tov 
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to accelerate. the renewal of their- viſits' to Ra- 
— 


Herz ended the cloſet- ſcene between Mr. 
Jarvis and Mr. - Merrick, the former of whom 
went lately to make his wife and daugh- 
ter happy by imparting the reſult of it to them, 
while the latter retired to communicate the if 
ſue of his negotiations to 3 with 

his pen. 


Wurx he had diſpatched his letter to the 
neareſt poſt-town, he prevailed on Mr. Jarvis to 
confent to take a ride. with him to Bath, and to 
throw himſelf, as it were accidentally, into 
Mr. Harriſon's way, that an acquamtance 
might be revived between them, Without an 
. on either ſide. 


Tuzy met m the rooms. 


Ass ſoon as Mr. Harriſon ſaw Mr. Merrick 
he advanced towards him with a ſmiling coun- 
tenance ; but perceiving Mr, Jarvis a little be- 
hind bim, felt a ſhght emotion of reſentment. 
Concluding, however, from the turn of Mr. 
Merrick's features that he had fucceeded ac- 
cording to his wiſhes, he tried to ſtifle tha? 
emotion, and prepared to receive the perſon 
by whom he had been, he thought, unhand- 
ſomely treated in a forgiving manner. 


Mx. Jarvis, on his part, was ſomewhat 
abaſhed at the ſight of a gentleman with whom 
he had trifled, and to whom he had bebaved 
not at all like a man of ſenſe or a man of he- 
nour ; but by the dextrous mediation of Mr. 

| Merrick, 


24 The Hiftory of Lord Clayton 


Merrick, the reſentment of ' the one and the 
| ſhame of the other were ſoon put to flight, 
and a cordial converſation was carried on be- 
tween them. „ LS Detd 1 | 


- " YounG HARRISsOx in about half an hour 
Joined them. Mr. Jarvis gave him a great deal 
of pleaſure by his behaviour to him, and he 
lovked his thanks very ſignificantly to Mr. Mer- 
rick for it: juſtly conſidering himſelf much 
obliged to the latter for the behaviour of the 
former, os | 


Mx. Jarv1s, in a few days, quitted Bath, 
but not till he had preſſingly invited both the 
Harriſons to favour him with their company at 
Raven's-Neſt, when they had finiſhed the buſi- 
neſs which had brought them to that place; 
and they gladly promiſed to accept of this kind 
invitation as ſoon as they were at liberty. 


Mz. Merrick at the ſame time ſet off to- 
wards London. 

Log BROMLEY received him with open 
arms, and with a face ſtrongly expreſſive of in- 
ward ſatisfaction: My dear Merrick,” ſaid he, 
© you are an admirable -negociator : you have 
brought me out of a deviliſh bad ſcrape with 
* infinite addreſs: and ſo Jarvis and the Harri- 
© ſons are upon good terms again ?? | 


Tux beſt in the world, my lord? ſaid Mr. 
Merrick : © they met at Bath; indeed; I con- 
'© trived to bring them together: and I think 

_ -© myſelf very happy in being able to tell your 
© lordſhip that things are in a very fair train = 
; * 8. 
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© the promotion of an union between the young 
© folks, to whom I heartily wiſh all the happi- 
© neſs in wedlock which they themſelves .can 
* poſſibly deſire; for they are both of them 
good creatures, and ſeem, to be made for 
5 wy ' other, — You are. thoughtful, my 
* lord.” | | 7 Ek 


BE * WANT! to ſee my ſan, Merrick——1 
© ſent an .expreſs to him yeſterday morning, 
after the peruſal of your letter, — 


© YESTERDAY, my lord! did not you re- 
* receive it till yeſterday ? 


* THe. evening before.“ 


© 'THEN it was a d—d while upon the road, 
or put into a wrong bag. However, as long 
as your lordſhip has got it—I want alſo to ſee 
my nephew—Now, my lord, I hope you 
will follow Mr. Jarvis's example, and make 
the conjugal happineſs of your only child 
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your principal concern.” 


© 1 wisn toſee George,” replied his lordſhip, 
on purpoſe to ſhew myſelf worthy of the proofs 
which I have ever received of his affection 
and duty—George is a deſerving young fel- 
low—I have not uſed him well; but J will 
uſe him better for the future If the Mere- 
x were in England now, my dear Mer- 
ric 2 . ; 
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* Inave reaſon to believe that they are, my 
© lord. | 


139 
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* Say you ſo? heve you heard of their arri- 


Ms, MrrRricx then related the part of Mrs. 
Barton's ſtory concerning the Merediths, and 
added, Whether they are ſtill at Cheſter, my 

Jord, [ cannot pretend to ſay; but if Lord 
a Clayton, on his arrival, ſhould bring no in- 
d * telligence picked up by chance about them, I 

will gladly accompany him to that place.” 


Tux next day Lord Clayton arrived at 
Bromley-houſe. . 


LoRp Res; having embraced his ſon 
in the moſt affeQionate manner, told him that 
he never was ſo glad to ſee him in his life, be- 
cauſe he had determined no longer to oppoſe his 
inclination with regard to the marriage-ſtate. 
* Mr. Jarvis and myſelf, mydear George, have 
* both been precipitate, I wiſh I could not ſay 

c allo very unkind, parents, but our eyes are at 
* laſt opened (your good uncle has, I believe, 

greatly contributed to the change in our ſen- 
* timents, and as he has re- admitted the addreſ- 


5 ſes of Mr. Harriſon to his daughter, I am of 


© courſe- releaſed from my forfeiture. Had 1 
broke off the engagements between us, I ſhould 
have been, in honour, bound to pay the ſti- 
* V pulated ſum. Vour uncle will relate the 

* whole affair to you, for he is juſt come from 
© Raven's-Neſt—Do, Merrick, 3 it? 


Mn. Mx RRICE accordingly delivered a Caith- 
ful narrative of what had occurred concerning 
the Jarvis's and the Harriſons during his ſtay in 


Somerſetſhire; 
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Somerſetſhire; and by that narrative filled his 
nephews beten with the moſt —_— ſenſati- 
ons. | . 


Tv RNING to his father, Lord Clayton ſaid, 
happy am I, my lord, to find you re- 
q © leaked, honourably releaſed, from a promiſe, 
the remembrance of which began to give 
no ſmall diſquietude{ Doubly happy am * 
© find yourlordſhip diſpoſed to make my inclina- 
tion and my duty act in conjunction.“ Then, 
addreſſing himſelf to his uncle, he added, © * 
" 70 Sir, 27 M ral — : 


ent got hear of them, my lord, ' replied 
Mr. Merrick; abruptly ; we have ſomething 
* 'elfe to tak of now—Have you picked up any 
intelligence in your excurſions about Miſs 
Meredith; for I am pretty well aſſured that 


me, with her father and mother, was at * 


4 ter not _ weeks ago he 


Tu 9 produeed a full account of her 


unfortunate adventure, and of the. ſubſequent 


ſcene at Chapman-Place, to which Lord Brom- 
ley and Mr. Merrick were ame, e. 


Wu ex Lord Clayton had cloſed his wh 
his father ſaid to him, © Well, George, you 


© have certainlydeſerved Miſs Meredith's heart, 
* by having ſaved her honour when it was in 


© ſuch imminent danger; and though I * | 


2 not the pleaſure of knowing her perſonally, I 


am thoroughly perſuaded from what you have 
« « ſaid concerning her I can depend 

* thing you ſay George) that I ſhall be, when I 
*'ſee her, as much prejudiced in her favour. as 
you 


a 888 * 
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* you are: I hope to ſee her ſoon, added his 
c lordſhip, for we will ſet off to Cheſhire to- 
* morrow morning : do you reliſh — a 
4 _ Veorge 2? 


' © You ply be very 2 diſappointed, I 

believe, my lord,” replied'he, ſmiling, * if I 

* ſhould ſtart any objection to it; I beg leave, 

* therefore, to tell your lordſhip that the return 

a to Cheſhire will be in the mn nen 
to me.” 


Mu. MzRRICK, n though be by no 
means diſapproved of Lord Bromley? s de fire to 
ſee Miſs Meredith, could not help,adviling his 
lordſhip to poſtpone his journey, e had re- 
ceived a viſit from Mr. Jarvis, which might be 

every day ſer of expected; and his reaſons 


— — — ñ —— — —ꝛ— — 


i for ſuch a piece of advice appeared, ſo, cogent, 
f that his lordſhip was ſo far influenced by them, 
{ as to reſolve to ſtay in town till the viſit in queſ- 
| tion was paid. I will wait till I have ſeen 
© him, Merrick ;* ſaid the earl: but you, 
5 George, added he, turning to his ſon, may 
as well go down; probably, I may follow you 
in a few days: certainly, I will as ſoon as 
8 Jarvis has been with me.” 


LorD CLAYTON e not to be preſſed to 
leave London: he, therefore, threw himſelf in- 
to a poſt-chaiſe the next morning, accompanied 
by his uncle, who longed to ſee his old friends 


—— — — — — 


Tux day after his- departure Mr. Jarvi 
— his werben at enn 


auch 28 | e i-7 _ 
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Lose BROMLEY and his expected viſitor 
looked rather embarraſſed at each other, on 
their firſt ſalutation, both feeling as if they had 
taken ſteps with regard to their children which 
could not ſtand the teſt of cool refſe ctlon. Their 
mutual embarraſſment, however, was momen- 
tary: they ſoon proceeded to buſineſs ; behav- 
ing like a couple of good parents who wiſhed to 
ſee their children happy, and who were ready 
to rectify the miſtaken notions which they had 
entertained about their felicity. 


Log D BROMLEY and Mr. Jarvis being re- 
ciprocally ſatisfied with the tranſactions of the 
afternoon, the former ſo earneſtly intreated the 
latter to finiſh the evening with him, that he 


could not handſomely avoid accepting of his lord 


ſhip's invitation, having had really no engage- 
ment on his hands. l 

As the remembrance of what they had been 
ſettling together gave them more ſpirits than 


they had on their meeting, they ſpent the even- 


ing very chearfully; and when they ſeparated, 
each wiſhed the other the higheſt pleaſure poſ- 


. 


» ſible, from the intended addition to his fa- 
mily. | : F 


Mx. Jarvis, having been more free with 
his bottle than he had been a great while, 
found himſelt ſo extremely exhilerated, that he 
could not help attacking every woman he met 


with, in the ſtreet, in the more exalted ſtrains 


of romantic gallantry. To many women thoſe 
ſtrains were not unacceptable, though they 


eame from a man evidently in a ſtate of intoxi- 


Vol. II. C cation; 
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cation; nor did the liberties which he took with 
them in conſequence of his joyous feelings; pro- 
voke their reſentment. But unluckily for him, 
while he was dancing (for he was much too 
merry to walk) acroſs Linriover Square , he ad- 
dreſſed his amorous nonſence to a lady who ſaun- 
tered ſoberly along, leaning upon her huſband's 
am, and had no relifh. for his rapturous effuſi- 
ons: inſtead of giving him any encouragement, 
therefore, ſhe called him an impertinent cox- 
comb, and deſired him to go about his buſineſs ; 
which words were accompanied with others of 
a leſs digeſtible nature, from her companion. 


Wuar do you mean, Sir?“ ſaid Mr, Jar- 
vis, what do you mean by calling me a ſcoun- 
** drel? I am no more a ſcoundrel than yourſelf, 
Sir, dn me if I am.? ; | 


Tu Is ſpeech, though Mr. Jarvis delivered it 
in fierce accents, ſtanding with his arms akim- 
bow, in a ſwaggering attitude, did not in the 
leaſt intimidate the gentleman to whom it was 
directed. | 122 * 


Tur man who offers to be rude to a lady 
* under the protection of her huſband, Sir, re- 
© plied he, is a ſcoundrel, and deſerves to have 


his noſe pulled for his inſolence.” 


© Uron-:my foul, Sir,” ſaid Jarvis briſkl), 
you are the firſt man that ever talked to me 
in this way, and fo I demand ſatisfa ction on 
* eee 7 ©: 7 odio ir 


* SATISFACTION, 


and M Meredith. 51 


© SATISFACTION, Sir!* replied the other 
coolly, hat ſatisfaction? I am the offended 
8 perſon, as I conceive, not you.” 


© Tux ſatisfaQtion of a gentleman, Sir, and 
* I will have it by — | 


© Wax you have deſerved ſuch ſatisfaction, 
Sir, you may demand it, but not till then. 


Tux gentleman having ſpoken thoſe few 
words emphatically, and being alarmed about 
his wife who ſtood trembling by his ſide, and 
earneſtly conjured him not to ftay quarrelling 
with a madman, walked on with her : but be- 
fore they had walked twenty yards, Mr. Jarvis 
ſtopped their progreſs. 


Axp ſo, Sir, you think to ſneak off, do 


« you, Sir? after you have treated me with 
Cc 


anguage which no man of honour can put 
* up with 2?—At that inſtant his ſword ſtarted 
from the ſcabbard, and he added, Draw and 
be d-.“ f 


Tux gentleman, though he had given ma- 
ny indiſputable proofs of his 2 courage, 
was ſorry to find himſelf under a neceſſity of 
fighting with his antagoniſt: being willing to 
impute his behaviour, reprehenſible as it was, 
to tlie liquor which he had drank, and not to 
the natural licentiouſneſs of his diſpoſition, un- 

checked by the remonſtrances of diſoretion: 
however, as his life was in danger, he drew 
immediately to defend it. 


C 2 Tur 


Eee 


—— 
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| 
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Tur lady, frightened to ſee them aQuilly 
engaged, ran away ſcreaming © Murder. 


* WHERE, where, madam ?” cried a watch- 
man, who met her as he was going his rounds, 


© On! for God's ſake,” ſaid ſhe, come this 
* way, my poor Mr. Strutton will be murder- 
© ed by a madman.“ She hardly knew. what 
ſhe ſaid, and inſtinQ rather than reaſon brought 
her back to the ſpot on which ſhe had left her 
huſband, defending himſelf againſt the paſſes 
of his adverſary. QI, 09, 


Tux watchman, advancing cloſely to Mrs. 
Strutton, kne her, 4s ſhe lived in a neighbour- 
ing ſtreet, though ſhe did not, terrified as ſhe 
was, recolleQ +:s face; and followed her with 
a particular alacrity, hoping that his good 
maſter had © come to no- miſchief,” ; 


A very melancholy ſight preſented itſelf to 
Mrs. Strutton on her return. Her huſband lay 
wounded on the ground, bleeding faſt—His an- 
tagoniſt, ſobered by the ſucceſs of his fword- 

arm, was ſtanding over him, lamenting his un- 
happy fate, and curſing his own raſhneſs which 
had hurried him to ad the atrocious part of a 
.murderer, | | 


Fou huſband, madam, is wounded by 
this yillaiffous hand,” ſaid he, ſtretching it 
out, but I hope, and believe, not mortally ; 
though he is unable to ſpeak to you 


On! he is dead—he is dead — 


Do 


and M, Meredith. $3 


© Do not be too much alarmed, Madam,” 
replied he, © I do aſſure you that he is not 
* dead, and beg you would give me leave to 
* ſee him fafely conveyed home. Run for a 
chair, this moment, honeſt fellow, continu- 

ed he, turning to the watchman, who went 
off directly, calling Chair, chair,” as loud as 
he could bawl. 17 


Ma. Ian vis then re-addreſſing himſelf to 


Mrs. Strutton, ſaid to her, on her loading him 
with ſome cruel epithets for having thirſted for 
the life of a man who had never done him the 
the leaſt injury, Your concern for your huſ+ 
© band, am, juſt as it certainly is, tran- 
© ſports you too: much againſt me: I might 
© have left your huſband in this diſtreſsful ſitu- 
* ation; but whatever you may think of me, I 
* ſcorn to do ſo baſe an action: I have, I free- 
* ly own, been greatly to blame: I ſincerely 
* repent of what 1 have done, and will len 


*-you all the neceflary aſſiſtance in my power 


upon the diſagreeable occaſion,” . 


STRUCK with the truth of the aſſertion in the 


former, and mollified with the contrition diſcovered 
in the latter part of that ſpeech, Mrs. Strutton 
accepted of his proffered aſſiſtance; and begged 
him to raiſe her huſband, while ſhe endeavoured 
to recal him to life, by putting a bottle of ſalts 
to his noſtrils, | 

THAT application anſwered the end propo- 
ſed: Mr. Strutton ſoon opened his eyes, and, 
in about two minutes afterwards, his lips. 


C3 SEEING 
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"SEEING his antagoniſt officiouſly employed 
in helping his wife to ſtop the blood ſtreaming 
from His fide, he ſaid to him, Fly, Sir, and 
© ſave yourſelf—I forgive you— may heaven 
FP ˙ m 


© T ſhall never forgive myſelf, Sir,” replied 
Mr. Jarvis, preſſing his hand; nor ſhall I fee] 
* a moment's ſatisfaction till your ſurgeon aſ- 
© ſures me that you are out of danger. As to 
$ — abhor the very idea of it—I have 
© ated like a madman in compelling you to 
draw your ſword in your on defence, and 
* if 105 Aenne e 
| g ted $.-:4 


Hxxx he was prevented from going on by the 
arrival of the watchman, followed by a chair, and 
| Airy 2 two der who, ſeizing 

- Jarvis, informed him roughly, that 
he was their priſoner. If ww, — dies, 
you muſt be tucked vp, ſaid one Ay, 
and he will deſerve to be turned off, added 
the other, for he looks like a -d miſchievous 
fellow.) The watchman, by the manner in 
which he had related the affair, probably oc- 
caſioned the utterance of ſuch illiberal language. 

They fuffered him, however, to help Mr. 
Strutton into the chair, and then hurried him 
to a lodging in which he little expected to find 
himſelf when he quitted Bromley-houſe. 


As ſoon as Mr. Strutton was carefully car- 
ried home, a ſurgeon in the neighbourhood, 
whom: they occahonally made uſe of, came in 
a ſhort time after he was ſent for. When he 


had examined the wound, he declared that 
SITES | though 


though it was deep, it had not the appearance 
of a dangerous one: having finiſhed the dreſſing, 
and ſtrongly hinted the neceſſity there was for 
his patient's being kept quiet, as he had a little 
fever upon him, retired, hoping to find him 
better in the mordiog, „ 3 


WHEN the ſurgeon was gone, Mrs. Strutz 
ton ſent away a ſervant to an apothecary of 
whoſe ſkill they had a very high opinion, and 
who had made up medicines for them with 
ſucceſs for ſeveral years. 0 

Mx. BARE ER confirmed what. Mr. Lancey 
had faid with regard to the fever; and aſſured 
Mr. Strutton, that he believed it would riſe to 
no alarming height: when he had taken what 
he ſhould, without; delky; order dor him.. 

Mn. STRUTTON, however, notwithſtand- 
ing the well meant conſolatory ſpeeches of the 
anovementioned gentlemen, ſpent a very reſt-- 
leſs night. ' 


Mx. Jarvis, being too: well acquainted” 
with the world (with life, according to the 
bon ton among the bucks of the age) and having 
been todo often in the hands of conſtables not to 
know. how to deal with them, diſpoſed of his 
filver in ſuch a manner that he was as genteelly 
treated in his new apartment as a gentleman- 
could be in bis ſituation, | of; 
Ix the morning he diſpatched a letter to 
Lord Bromley, who, after having read it with 
ſurprize and concern, made him a viſit, and 
84 anſwered 
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anſwered for his W i if Mr. Strutton 
died of his wound, | 


A. 
- 


[Janvis, nin ſet” at bberty, went 
Aire 85 to Mr. Strutton's; but to his in- 
expreſſible affliction, was told by 'the ſervant 
who opened the door, that his maſter was * 
headed. 55 


How gap yon make me by faying to! 
© but may I not ſpeak with your lady i Wn 


"” Sur is too ill to ee any body, Sir. 


« Bur ſhe will, perhaps, ſee me. Tell her 
*: that the unfortunate cauſe of her Juſt afflicti- 
on waits, moſt ſincerely wiſhing to adminiſter 
© all the conſolation in his power to her under 
© her nn 
- 6 ie 7 * 2 

1 Dart not tet thier) know that you are in 
© the bouſe, Sir: pray Sir, do not aſk: me why.” 

Nav, now you have fo ſtrongly excited 
my curioſity; that rer inſiſt upon your 
© Bl OY xg al OW) blow, dg fur 
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4 To tell you the truth then, ao. my miſ. 

© treſs has given me particulat orders to Guat 
E: the door n Fon in EM 


As Mr. Jarvis OG not, by any FO 
whatever, extort any other anſwer from the 
ſervant, he was obliged to retreat witli an ad- 
ditional men, to that e hanging upon 
| his mind. bat „r; ad OST! 


RI 


. * 


WHEXN 
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Wurx he arrived at his own houſe, he 
threw himſelf upon a ſopha, and having fat 
ſome time, ſtung with the moſt poignant refſec - 
tions, wrote the following I lines to his wie? 


10 Mrs. Janvre:. ad 


©. My deareſt Molly, 
* Wax [ left you laſt Friday I was the Mp 
ieſt of men am now wretched beyond ex- 
„ heften doubly wretched, becauſe I deſerve 
© to be ſo. O how corturing are the pangs: of 
FO guilty conſcience? 


tt 4 $2 de with Lord Broads ud night, 
* never ſpent a more nend evening 
But how al | I relate what happened to me 
afterwards ! I ſhudder at the eee 
of it. 


138388988 


© ELEvATED with the wine which I had 
drank, I very 1 attacked, in my 
way home, a lady who was walking under 
the care of her huſband ; and upon hir reſent- 
ing my behaviour to Ber, laid him under a 
neceſſity of drawing in his own defence We 
fought not long: I ſoon diſarmed him; but 
not till I had deeply wounded him in the ſide. 
He fell at my feet and fainted. I am half 
mad to think of my raſhneſs—O Molly, into 
what a dreadful condition have I plunged my- 
ſelf If Mr. Strutton dies I cannot bear the 
thought——T1 called this morning to ſee him, 


F ee ern 


© he was delirious— I wiſhed to be admitted to 
© his lady : ſhe would not fee me—How could 
9 Juppoſe that ſhe would admit the murderef 
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© of her huſband !—murderer Is there not 
* ſomething ſingularly horrid in the ſound of 
* that word ? I ſhall never behold again either 
© Hanover-ſquare, in which I aQed ſo criminal 
© a part, or George-ſtreet, in which Mr. Strut- 
* ton lives, without feeling the keeneſt ſelf-re- 
* proaches—and yet I ought to have thoſe 
* places ever in my mind, to warm me againſt 
© the indulgence of paſſions productive of ſo 
much miſery in the world. 2 


* SUCH, my dear Molly, is my preſent 
racking fituation—Blameable have I been in 
the higheſt degree; but am I not alſo an 
object of pity ?—To you I ſhall certainly ap- 
pear in a pardonable light. I was, it is true, 
not in the full poſſeſſion of my reaſoning pow- 
ers when I provoked Mr. Strutton to fight with 
me ; but as I had with my own hand weaken- 
ed thoſe powers, how poorly ſhall I apologize 
for my conduct, by pleading the imperfeQion 
of human nature ! The moſtabandoned wretch 
who has juſtly merited a halter, would as juſt- 
* ly merit a reprieve after condemnation, if 
© ſuch a plea was not an affront to human un- 
* derſtanding. 


a a a A W W ax W a ⁰ 


IAM going to ſend to Mr. Strutton's, ho- 
ping to hear he is better—— * 


H is worſe—O Molly ! come and com- 
fort me under this heavy affliQton, for I can- 
© not yet think of leaving London—Come, but 
do not let your compaſſion for me flutter your 

© ſpirits ſo much as to injure Jo health.—I am 

* very unhappy, Adicu—Bring Harriot with 
£3; 2 | DP 


4 


you, that I may have thoſe whom I love moſt 
in this world. about me; and believe me to 
9 | 3 


ia] Vour affectionate huſband, 34 
1G ye; fk ORIEL 2102002 21G) OLE 7 


- Wuazn this letter arrived at Raven's-Neſts 


it occaſioned ſome moving ſcenes. Mys.: Jarvis? 


alarmed at the contents of it, imagining from 


her huſband's deſcriptions of his ſituation, that 
his own life was in no ſmall danger, ſo forcible 


were her fears, by turns wept, proyef „and raved- 
„ for a great wake, ; 


over them, and was i 
not in a condition to undertake the requeſted 
journey. Harriot behaved upon the melancho- 


ly occaſion in a manner uncommonly amiable, 


and gave, at the ſame time, the ſtrongeſt and 
the moſt. endearing proofs of her filial affec- 
We eb A i 4 N 


161 Yee gifs 219572 oo 
Wurx Mrs. Jarvis was compoſed enough to 


order the neceſſary preparationsfor her journey, 
ſhe and Harriot received a conſiderable addition 
to their diſtreſs from the natural ſoftneſs of their 
diſpoſitions, from their ſympathetic ſenſibility, 
by che arrival of s young lady, who came in a 
violent agitation of mind to know the name of 
the -gentleman dangerouſly wounded by Mr. 
arvis; having heard from the ſervants of the 


amily that he lived ſomewhere near Hanover- 


ſquare. | 


On being informed that his name was Struts 


ton, and that he lived in George-ſtreet, ſhe | 


ſunk to the floor in a ſwoon, 


HERE. 


Ai is. TO. a wand ot . . — ͤ— 1 — 
— — 2 —— ů ů ů — — — — — — — — — 
— = - 
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Hes was a ſcene ſufficient to excite ompaſ- 
Non in the cold breaſt of Indifference. 1: 9 © 


HaRRTO r, flew to her relief, and Mrs. Jar- 
vis for ſome moments forgot her own ſorrows, 
while ſhe aſſiſted hef daughter in ſuccouring a 
fellow- creature, a female one too, apparently 
bereft of life by the words which ſhe herſelf had 


uttered, without apprehending in the leaſt, that 


they would have proved ſo fatal to the hearer of 


Wurxk the young lady, after many power- 
ful applications, was rouzed from her torpid 
ſtate, and ſhe recovered her ſpeech, ſhe mur- 
mured out, My poor father, my poor father” 
——She could ſay no more, being again deprived 
of motion and articulation, OL TE 


Tnosx few words went like daggers to the 


boſom of Mrs. Jarvis: the moſt unwelcome 


contents of her huſband's letter all crowded into 
her mind, and ſhe could not help refleQing, 
with horror refleQing, on the complicated mi- 
ſery which his raſhneſs had occaſioned. 

On the ſecond recovery of her ſenſes, Miſs 
Strutton, claſping Mrs. Jarvis's hand very eager- 
ly, ſaid, © I am doubly grieved, Madam, in 
finding that I have gratified my curioſity ſo 
© much-at your expence: but my feelings for 
© the beſt of fathers overpowered me. You 
* want-no addition to your concern, Madam, 
on Mr. Jarvis's account. I ſhall increaſe it by 
* ſtaying with you: I will, therefore, _ 
5 a n. m 


* 
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i from your ſight on object which cannot but 
give you uneaſineſs. I muſt return to Mr. 
Collier's, with- whom I have been only a 
week, and conſult with her about returning 
to London, for I ſhall not be able to remain 
at ſuch a diſtance from a dying parent.“ 


Q_ "% '% 4 


Ms. Co Lili lived a few miles from Ra- 
ven's-Neſt: but being in a bad ſtate of health, 

made no viſits ; ; and Miſs Clinton her niece, 
was ſo fond of her, that ſhe rarely left her but 
to change the ſcene a little with ſome intimate 
friend in the neighbourhood. Captain Clinton, 
her brother, was expected from Gibraltar every 
hour, when the abovementioned intelligence 
was communicated to the miſtreſs of his heart; 
for between him and Miſs Strutton there had 
for ſeveral years ſubſiſted a tender regard for 
each other, which was encouraged by the near- 
eſt relations they bath had in the world, Cap- 
tain Clinton and his fiſter were both 1 | 


A fron as Miſs Strutton returned to Mrs: 
Collier's, Miſs Clinton ſeeing her advance to- 
wards the houſe with a pale and dejeQed coun- 
tenance, wanted not to be acquainted with the 
cauſe of that paleneſs and that dejection; for 
knowing on what errand her friend ſet out, ſhe 
was naturally prompted to imagine that the 
gentleman wounded _ Ron Jurviz-2 was her 
father. :70!IcL 


„ My fears were but too well W my 
dear Lavinia; my father lies in a doubtful, if 
* not a hopeleſs, condition. Mrs, Jarvis would 
not own that he is mortally wounded, but I 
un afraid I ſhall never ſee. him again alive. 
IPA However, 
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However, I will endeavour to ſee him before 

he dies. Your good aunt will, I dare ſay, 
„ pardon my n departure,—Where is l 
my dear ? ne 


c In has drefiag.romms? Sib acct 3k ? 


.. © THERE is no time to loſe,“ fad. r 
and went up ſtairs ene = 


Mxs. Conn was very {dh ſhocked at 
the information which Miſs Strutton brought 
her, and could not wonder at her being deſirous 
of going to London. Not chuſing, however, 
to ſend her with only a ſervant, ſhe tried to in- 
duce her to wait till ſne received a letter from 
© her mother: Mrs. Strutton, continued ſhe, 
* would certainly have ſent for you direQly, if 
. © your father had been in the dangerous way 

© you imagine him to be. Till you hear _ 
© ber, therefore, my dear, you ought not, I 

© think, to encourage the moſt r con- 

eures? | * a 


| FinpiN G, however, tender fer draw 
ments nor perſuaſions were ſufficient to remove 
her diſpiriting apprehenſions; Mrs. Collier con- 
ſented to her departure. A poſt-chaiſe was 
therefore ordered, and * left her amiable 
friend, gently chiding her for her precipitation. 
Before her ſetting out, Mrs. Collier ordered one 
of her ſervants, a very faithful fellow, not to 
loſe ſight of the chaiſe upon the road. 5 


Axor the ſame time Mrs. Jarvis and Har- 
riot entered upon their 3 We" travelled 

my and arrived ſafe. F "_ 
RS, 
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Mxs. Jarvis, having from the contents of her 
huſband's letter worked herſelf up into a belief 
that Mr. Strutton would be a dead man before 
ſhe could get to town, was a very melancholy 
companion to her daughter during the journey, 
who ſaid every thing ſhe could think of to com- 
fort her; and when on her arrival ſhe entered 
the room in which Mr. Jarvis ſhe was told was 
fitting, ſhe had little more life in her than a 
corpſe : ſhe tottered, and looked ready to fall at 
every ſtep. In ſuch a ſituation, how great, 
how agreeable was her ſurprize to ſee Mr. Jar- 
vis coming towards her with a ſmile upon his 
face, and to hear him ſay, folding her in his 
arms, Oh! my deareſt Molly, I am quite 

tranſported at the ſight of you: I am only 
ſorry to think of my having written ſo alarm- 
ing a letter to you: but baniſh all diſtracting 

apprehenſions, my love, for Mr. Strutton is 
pronounced to be out of danger, and to be in 
* a fair way of doing well : his fever is off, and 
his wound, his ſurgeon tells me, has a very 
* kindly appearance. | | 


— Tis ſpeech of Mr. Jarvis's was truly of the 
animating kind to his alarmed wife, who had 
not expected ſo ſatisfaQtory a reception: it was 
alſo almoſt too much for her to bear : the plea- 
ſure, indeed, which ſhe felt, while the laſt 
word vibrated on her ear, was ſo painful, that 
having been juſt able to utter, in broken accents, 
© I am ſincerely rejoiced to hear you ſay ſo'— 
her head fell upon his ſhoulder, 


IN 
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- In a few moments, however, (during which 
Harriot, and her father were tenderly employ- 


ed about her) ſhe gently raiſed it again, and re- 


turning his affe ctionate embrace, added, Par- 
don me, my dear Mr. Jarvis, for not having 
had ſtrength enough to bear your reviving 
© news in a more becoming manner, Terrifi- 
ed-as I was with your letter, I came to town 
with a heavineſs upon my ſpirits not to be de- 
ſcribed; but now—it is all over, and I con- 
gratulate you on the favourable account you 
have heard concerning Mr. Strutton—But 
don't ' deceive. me—tell me the truth—is he 
really like to be cured of his wound?“ 


A M BN KA aA M a 


x is he is, my dear Molly; I don't de- 
.© ecive you—l never will deceive, you again.“ 


IA thoroughly ſatisfied then,? _ 
© I am not ſatisfied with myſelf, Molly: who 
can be ſafisfied with himſelf unleſs he Ar 
keeps his paſſions in ſubjection as to prevent 
them from running away with him ? But I 
will hold a ſtricter rein over them for the fu- 
ture. How often have I ſuffered the brute to- 
get the better of the man? How often 


mma a G4 


WII, my dear, ſaid Mrs Jarvis, inter- 

rupting him, don't reproach yourſelf any more 
now: great allowances will always be made 
© by thoſe whoare not too proud to acknowledge 
© themſelves to be imperfe& beings, for the in- 
voluntary deviations trom the paths of diſcre- 
* tion, occaſioned by a tempory ſuſpenſion of 


« our rational powers; and a ſincere * 
6 
| after 
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* after ſuch deviations ought certainly to be 
© conſidered as no ſmall atonement for them.” 


* You haye. a charming v way of thinking, 
my gear Molly,” faid Mr. Jarvis, © but fuch 
conduct is not ſo frequently to be met with in 
© the world as one ' would wiſh to find it.” 


Tas next morning Mr. Jarvis received: a vi- 
fit from Lord Bromley, who congratulated him 
alſo on the probable recovery of Mr. Strutton in 
a ſhort time. Having paid his compliments to 
Mrs. and Miſs Jarvis (without, however, taking 
notice of 'the marriage of the former, not deem- 
ing it delicate to remind her of her late ſituati- 
on) and chatted about an hour on the reigning 
topics, he took his leave with a ſecond volley of 
congratulatory ſpeeches, in order to prepare for 
his journey to Cheſhire. When he got home 
he ry a letter from Lord Clayton, dated 
from xy ar al which contained the fol- 
lowing lines ER pope 8 


To the Right Hos. * Fart of Pony at 
. een ee London. Gy 
47% . 713 945 * 8 Wig 


x * 3 Lord, e 1 


0 At ER * erpreſſed ſo much tifatti- 
© on at the concluſion of the interview between 
* Mr. Jarvis and Mr, Merrick, for reaſons too 
obvious to be mentioned by me, and no little 
* pleaſure on my being able to return to this 
place with happier ſenſations than I left it, you 
will, I dare ſay, be ſorry to hear, that on my 
« arrival here this afternoon, I met t with 4 con- 
0 iderable diſappoifitment— * 
(Han | 
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Mes I wonder what !) 


Ma. MzzzpiTa ſet off yeſterda morning 
© to take poſſeſſion of the eſtate in 7 15 
fallen to him by the death of his brother, with 
2 Mrs. Meredith and my amiable Julia. 


(A DISAPPOINTMENT 1 7 . Iam ſorry 
for it; but am eie 1 8-997 the e 
of it.) 1 13S £4 4 adds | 


0 Han 1 not been 4 e 0 on 8 egy 1 
* ſhauld have ſeen Miſs Meredith before her 
8 . guar and ſhould have, I am well aſſu- 

made her happy, by communicating to 
ö { her Wet 1 we wee N TN ſtay uin 
town. Felt vt oe! Fi it 


' {4 }{ 


bar OT LA, affair U. 1 e. ps 


© Ov chaiſe was overturned upon Tee 
c * by the violent efforts of the driver, to url 
© another carriage z and after; it was put in 

© travelling con Foo: my uncle's bruiſes con- 
£ fined him to the firſt inn we could reach two 
days. Gratitude, as well as affection, ſtrong- 
, 7 prompted me not to proceed without him: 

could not poſſibly bring myſelf to leave ſo 
* kind a relation, eager as I was to fly to my 
© Julia. Ttherefore ſtaid till he was we enough 
_ © to go on, and by ſo doing met with the a- 
l dovementioned di appointment. ee 10 


— Your lordſhip making proper ele 
K for the agitated fate of a lover” $ mind, will 
3 eg 


» 
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not, I hope, be offended at my refolution, to 
endeavour, by riding nightand day, to over- 
take the Meredith-family, Conſider, my 
lord, how much time I ſhould. loſe by coming 
to inform you, by word of mouth, of my. de- 
terminations ; and be aſſured that I will re- 
turn to pay my dutiful reſpects to you, as 
ſoon as I have made her, in whoſe favour 
you now, I flatter myſelf, feel prejudices, 
thoroughly eaſy on my account.” | | 


a aww aaa: ®.a 


I am, my lord, moſt truly, 
44 Your lordſhip's very — _ 
dutiful and affeQtionate ſon, 
CLAYTON-/ 
P. S. MR. MxrRick, the beſt uncle in 
the world, has deſired. to accompany me; 
© how can I refuſe his requeſt ?? bak ons 


WII, George, thou art ſomething like 
© a lover, I muſt confeſs; and wiſh thee ſuc- 
© ceſs with all my heart, Miſs Meredith will 
find thee every way worthy of her. - 


Sucn was Lord Bromley's ſoliloquy at the 
cloſe of his ſon's letter, 7 | 


'Loxn' CLawroNn having , diſpatched the 
foregoing epiſtle to his father to the Ae 
made preparations in order to ſet off in purſuit 
of his Julia: and in leſs than hour actually de- 


parted from Chapman-Place, with his good 


uncle, like another Achates, by his ſide. 


By travelling in the moſt expeditions manner 
he, at laſt, came up with the carriage which 
5 | Mr. 
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Mr. Meredith had hired for his journey : the 
ſight of it made his heart leap for joy, and he 
was ready to fly out of the window next him, 
ſo impatient was he to behold the lovely crea- 
ture whoſe various charms ſtrongly imprinted 
on his mind, had 4 ne draun him af 


ter her. 


Tax heart of a fond and faithful lover in 
ſuch a ſituation muſt have been undoubtedly in 
a palpitating ſtate, and as Lord Clayton was 


ſuch a lover, it may be eaſily imagined by 
thoſe who are not compoſed of the tougheſt 
materials, what his lordſhip felt when he quit- 
ted his own carriage and advanced towards that 
in which he expected to find Miſs Meredith. 


Lr thoſe imagine his ſurprize and ſorrow 

when he beheld. only Mr. and Mrs. Meredith 

with a.maid-fervant in the carriage, on his de- 
firing the driver to ſtop the hortes. RES 


Hz ſtood almoſt rooted ts the FREE Narting 
a the amiable parents of his Julia, without 
being able fo articulate a ſyllable. 


THEY were not leſs ſurprized | to ſee him, 
than he was to ſee them without their mn agg 
al they were all for ſome time ſilent⸗ 


Mx. A was the gr who Hoke IS | 
< little thought of ſeeing your lordſhip i in this 
part of 1 1 - 


Ms. Mnzicx, not having been able to 


follow Bis _— f. equal velocity, did not 
* a make 
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make his appearance till his old friend was 
uttering [thoſe words, to which, obſerving 
his lordſhip's petrified aſpect, he anſwered, 
* Why, truly, Sir, you have ſome reaſon to 
wonder at our thus meeting together; but 
love will do wonderful things: my nephew's 
love for Miſs Meredith would not let him reſt 
when he heard of her departure from Chap- 
man-Place, .and my love for him would not 
ſuffer him to undertake his purſuit after her 
without, me. You muſt know, my good 
friend, that we have brought agreeable news 
with us for the young lady, and ſuch news as 
will not, we truſt, be diſagreeable either. to 
yourſelf or to Mrs, Meredith— Your moſt 
obedient ſervant, Madam, continued he; 
but hey day | I do not ſee Miſs Meredith; 
what have' you done with her, good folks ?? 


a ga Ae an GAs 6A 


Lord CrayToN was rouſed from his atti- 
tude of aſtoniſhment,” as ſoon as his uncle open- 
ed his lips, and longed to make a particular en- 
quiry after Miſs Meredith himſelf; but he 
reſpectfully waited till his uncle ceaſed to 
ſpeak : then he could not reſtrain the deſire he 
had to be acquainted with the cauſe of Miſs 
Meredith's abſence. bor aa 


A VIOLENT ſhower of rain falling juſt at that 
inſtant, Mr. Meredith intreated his lordſhip and 
Mr. Merrick to return to their carriage, telling 
them at the ſame time, that he would on their 
meeting together at the next town, within a 
quarter of a mile, gratify their curſity con- 
cerning his daughter. „ Tanin 


Warn 
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Wurr they were all ſeated in a Wom in 
the beſt houſe in the town, Mr. Meredith 
delivered himfelf in the following manner. 


ov, my lord, and you, my err 
© are, I plainly perceive, diſappointed by ne 
* finding Julia with us—Your lordſhip looks 
© ſomewhat alarmed about her: but you ma; 
© be affured that if any miſchief had happen) 
© to. her, I ſhould not appear ſo eaſy. The 
truth is, ſhe is well, and. in good hands: paſ- 
ſing by the habitation of a ſiſter of Mrs. Me- 
redith's, a Mrs. Norton, who buried a ve 
worthleſs huſband about a twelvemont 
ago. — . 


” kh « a4 EY 


Noro, Sir ſaid my Lord, * excuſe me 
* for interrupting you—was he related to the 
gentleman whoſe widow your late brother 
married?“ | | | 


+ «> 


* His firſt couſin once removed, my lord,” 
rephed Mr. Meredith: © paſſing by Mrs. Nor- 
< ton's habitation* continued ſhe © near Leeds, 
© ſhe preſſed us ſo much to leave her niece with 
© her, whom ſhe had not ſeen for ſome years, 
© (never in England) that we could not reſiſt 
© herimportunities z eſpecially as ſhe had always 
been a very generous aunt, and often aſſured 
julia that ſhe ſhould be handſomely remember- 
ed in her will. Mr. Norton was a worthleſs 
* man, becauſe he behaved unkindly to his 
wife, in various ſhapes : but he was not a 
* nigardly huſband, and left her in affluent cir- 

* cumſtances,” | 


HERE 


Hex RE Mr. Meredith pauſing, Lord Clayton 
replied, © diſappointed as I am, Sir, in not 
* ſeeing Miſs Meredith with you, I am pleaſed 
© to hear that ſhe is ſo agreeably ſituated, and 
© beg your ry Be; to make ber a viſit while 
©'you purſue your journey—I have news to 
© communicate to her which will, I flatter my- 
* ſelf, be welcome to her ears—Lord Bromley 
© 15 now the father I wiſhed him to be: his en- 
© gagements with Mr. Jarvis are diſſolved, and 
© he has conſented to give my hand to the lady 
* who has long been in poſſeſſion of my 


CO TT oe HR 

1 Ma. MERRICK having been whiſpering a- 
ſide to Mrs. Meredith, while the above dialogue 
was carrying on, turned briſkly about to Mr. 
Meredith, at the cloſe of his lordſhip's laſt ſpeech, 
and ſaid, Ay, Sir, my nephew is quite free 
to make your daughter an offer of his hand 
£ without giving any uneaſineſs to the earl: I 
hope, therefore, that you and your Getter 
© balf—(bowing to Mrs. Meredith) will excuſe 
* us from going an inch farther with you, as 

we are ſo powerfully prompted to take a dif- 
* ferent route.” ne n 


q * 


_ Is conſequence of the replies which Mr. and 
Mrs, Meredith made to the above ſpeech, Lord 
Clayton and his uncle took leave of them, after 
| baving. promiſed, at their requeſt, to re- 
main at Leeds (within a few miles of which 
town Mrs, Norton lived) till their return, 
that they might all ſet off towards London 
together. PROT eee 
Wurx 
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Warn Lord Clayton and Mr. Merrick pro- 


miſed to ſtay at Leeds till they were joined by 


their friends, they fully intended. 10 75 wait- 
ed for them at that place; but they were pre- 
yented,, from ns Cala to 'th cir inten. 
Man, $34 j f _ 


8 , though ſhe Ne with no \ Cnal re- 
luctance from her indulgent parents, found her- 
ſelf ſo tenderly treated by her affectionate aunt, 
that ſhe ſoon reconciled herſelf to her temporary 
ſeparation from them ; the ſooner, as her fa- 
ther had aſſured her, with his laſt adieu, that 
he would come back from Meredith-Caſtle 
when he had finiſhed his buſineſs there, 


) 


: Mrs, TELE took finite pains to render 
her niece's reſidence with her as happy as poſ- 
ſible, and ſtudied to make the hours fly away 
unperceived : and that the home-ſcenes might 
not grow dſguſting for want of variety, ſhe 
called in all the amuſements which the environs 
afforded to her aſſiſtance, 


* a 18102 4 274 a { 


WHEN Julia, after bovine been only two 
days-- with her in the garden, 'a very ſmart 
young fellow, booted and in a genteel riding- 
dreſs, came down the ſteps, and advancing to- 


wards them, ſaid to the latter, © So, couſin, 
Jou are taking a mouthful of air this morn- 


„ing, to 455 A ach to ya W 1 ſup- 
poſe.“ 132 e 715 ID as 


* 


2 . * hid Mrs. brio « a if 
* you will ſtay and ding with me, I ſhall be glad 


our 8 
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© Die with you “ replied he, * hatkee, 
© couſin, 1 Babs. be ſatisfied with that: 1 
* ſhan't: I am come to ſtay a bit with you, 
I x you can put me into my old quarters. ? 


© Tp you behave elf well, ſaid ſhe, © I 
\ 5 *. ow what I may do for you; but ! 
poſitively, that if you have not left off 


n tricks, I ſhall deſire you to decamp; 
1 were inſufferable. 


r the laſt time you was here, your mad 


* On! Iam quite another creature now, 

* couſin,” ſaid he, © but pray what pretty girl 
© have you picked up fince I was here?“ 
(throwing his eyes ſtrongly on Julia, who 
WAS — herſelf at a little diſtance from 
them 


Su is ſomething of a relation of yours,? 
replied Mrs. Norton— 


Nor a very near one I hope,” anſwered he 
abruptly, —— 


Su is my niece Meredith, lately arrived 
© from Ireland with her father. 


2 0, ho ! I ſmoke you now, and will ſoon 
© introduce myſelf to her I am very glad Miſs 
Meredith to find that we are—that we are 
related — but not fo related —as as you un- 
* derſtand me.. He looked very ſilly, and 
could ſay no more. | 


Ver. II. 1 Mas. 


-- 
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Ms. NokrToON ſeeing Julia extremely con- 

fuſed, on being ſo oddly and fo abruptly addreſ- 

ſed, and not in the leaſt ready to anſwer her 

couſin, ſaid to her with a ſmile ; © This gen- 

| © tleman, my dear, is the Mr. Norton of whom 
I was talking laſt night” *” 


Juri, having by this time recovered her- 
ſelf, made ſo polite and proper a reply to Nor- 
ton, that he was as much charmed with her 
manner, as he had been before ſhe had opened 
her lips with her perſon, and felt himſelf deeply 
- wounded by her various attractions. 


FRoM that day Norton grew more and 
more delighted with his couſin's company, 
as he called her, and endeavoured to make him- 
ſelf as agreeable to her as poſſible ; but all he 
could ſay or do, however, was inſyfficient to 
inſpire her with any paſſion but diſguſt —Nor- 
ton was a very pretty fellow, and took a great 
deal of painsto make his exterior parts ſtriking; 
but he had ſo ſhamefully neglected his mind, 
that Julia received far greater uneaſineſs from 
the inſipidity of his converſation, conſiderably 
heightened by the lowneſs of his phraſeology, 
than pleaſure from his civilities; by which, in- 
deed, he became ſo troubleſome to her, in a 
ſhort time, that ſhe earneſtly wiſhed for his 
departure. | | 


Mxs. NorToON, to whom Julia had opened 
her heart with regard to Lord Clayton, ſoon 
after her arrival, not imagining that Charles, 
who appeared in her eyes too much an admirer 
of the ſex in general tofeel any penchant for one 
particular 
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particular female, laughed at him a good deal 
whenever he made complaints to her of Miſs 
Meredith's chilling behaviour to him: but 
when ſhe found that he was actually in love 
with her, ſhe talked very ſeriouſly to him about 
his paſſion, and adviſed him, as a friend, if he 
could not get the better of it, to withdraw him- 
ſelf from the obje& which had kindled it in his 
boſem, as his continuance near that object 
would only increaſe the diſquiet he endured. 
If you have not courage enough, Charles, ad- 
ded ſhe, to conquer your paſſion for Miſs 
Meredith, you muſt fly from her charms ; 
for I can Pe that her heart is engaged, 
and that you will never be able to make 
any impreſſron upon it.“ 


KR «a Aa 


« Never ! replied be, looking at himſelf 
in a glaſs which fronted him, in a coxcombly 
manner. | « | 

Q No, never,”- anſwered Mrs. Norton, If I 
am not greatly miſtaken in her. | 


Brix G at that inſtant called out of the room, 
ſhe” left him ſeemingly highly ſatisfied in the 
luryey of his own perſonal charms. 


- CHaARLEs's vanity not ſuffering lam to be in 
the leaſt rebuffed by his couſin's diſcovery and 
friendly admonitions, he was not only determin- 
ed to ſtay where he was, but to try whether he 
could not bend Julia's ſtubborn breaſt in his 


- 
wy, * 
vour. 2 
> * \ 
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I this ſituation was Julia perſecuted from 
morning to night by a man who was, in the 
2 D 2 higkeſt 
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higheſt degree, diſagreeable to her, when Lord 
Clayton and Mr, Merrick came moſt ſeaſonably 
to her relief, if ths | 


Julia, ſeeing them coming up the avenue 
one afternoon, flew to her aunt, and acquainted 
her with their approach, with animated expreſ- 
ſions, which equally declared her pleaſure and 
furprize. Teazed as ſhe had been with the im- 
pertinence of Norton, ſhe could not, at the un- 
expected appearance of Lord Clayton, ſilently 
enjoy the ſatisfaction it excited in her breaſt. 


Ms. NOR ro received his lordſhip with all 
the politeneſs due to his rank, and with all the 
marks of eſteem to which he was, ſhe thought, 
indebted, as the declared, and every way wor- 


thy lover of her niece, | \ 


Wren the firſt compliments were ex- 
changed, Mr. Merrick, in his jocular ſtrain, took 
Mrs, Norton aſide, in order to give his nephew 
an opportunity to have a private interview, 
knowing how much he wiſhed for it, with his 


Julia. | Er 
| Lord Cr.ayToN ſoon availed himſelf of 


his uncles's well-timed movement, and having 
reſpectfully embraced her, addreſſed her in the 
following terms: id xt een foe; 


Mx deareſt Julia, how have I longed for 
© this happy moment, to tell you that I can 
* now, with my father's entire approbation, 
© make you mine for ever, and that the lawyers 
© on both, ſides will be the only people to retard 
our union. Your anaiable father will be bere 

12 . <9", as as 


4- 


& as ſoon as he has ſettled his buſineſs at Mere- 

dith-caſtle, with your excellent mother; and 
we have agreed to.go from hence to London 

together, to put things in a proſperous train. 

—Yow look, my dear Julia, as if you wonder 

to hear me talk thus about your valuable pa- 
rents.” 


I do indeed, my lord,” ſaid Julia, © becauſe 
* they knew nothing about this turn in your 
© Jordfhip's affairs when they brought me from 
' © Chapman-place, or when they left me here.“ 


K K K K © 


Loxp CLayToN then having given her in- 
formation which removed all her aſtoniſhment, 
and increaſed her tender regard for him, ſhe, 
with her uſual ſweetneſs and modeſty, feplied, 
© I have not deſerved theſe repeated proofs of 
© your lordſhip's partiality for me; but | will en- 
* deavour to merit them, by never ceaſing to con- 
ſult Bi happineſs who has nine ſo much at heart.“ 


BxyoRrE his lordſhip coutd get out an an- 
ſwer to that ſpeech, his uncle entered the room 
with Mrs. Norton, and the converſation then be- 
came general. e 


Cuaxlzs, having dined abroad that day, 
was, at his return, very much chagrined, on be- 
ing told of the gueſts who arrived during his ab- 
ſence. So thoroughly diſquieted, indeed, was 
he upon the occaſion, that he could hardly be- 
have with common civility to Lord Clayton and 
Mr. Merrick, when they paid their compliments 
to him, as related to the hoſpitable lady who had 
ſo politely received them. He ſat in a fullen 
humour . evening, and looked at his 
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lordſhip frequently as if he wiſhed to murder 
him with his eyes; and when he and his uncle 
retired to their lodgings at Leeds, he went to 
his apartment without taking leave either of Mrs. 
Norton or Miſs Meredith, and early in the morn- 


ing decamped. 


Warn Mrs. Norton came down to break- 
faſt, ſhe was not a little ſurprized to hear of her 
eouſin's departure; but was not ſo ſorry that he 
had taken himſelf away, as he had made himſelf 
ſo very diſagreeable to her niece. Julia could 
not help diſcovering the ſatisfaction which ſhe 

felt on the removal of her tormentor, in pretty 
ſtrong expreſſions; becauſe he had really occa- 
ſioned a great deal of uneaſineſs to her, and be- 
cauſe ſhe was not altogether unapprehenſive that 
Lord Clayton might, if he had ſtaid and renewed 
his familiarities, have imagined he had met with 
ſome encouragement from her.. | 


Lord CLAYTON too on his re-appearance 
was pleaſed though he kept in his joy, to hear of 
Norton's departure: for though he had no reaſon 
to doubt the fincerity of Julia's regard for him, 
he wiſhed to have no rival in his way; and Nor- 
ton, though he ſpoke but few words during the 
evening, ſtrongly proved himſelf -to be, by his 
e glances and malignant lears, an alarmed 
lover. a 


LoxD Criarron and Mr, Merrick ſpent 
the greateſt part of every day at Mrs. Norton's, 
and their rooms at Leeds were almoſt literally 
ſleeping ones. Julia every hour received new 
marks of his lordſhip's attachment to her; and 
as he ſtudied, with an unwearied aſſiduity, = 
| g make 
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make her happy, ſhe had nothing to wiſh for 
but the arrival of her amiable parents to render 
her completely ſo. . 


Wut ſhe was in this pleaſing ſituation a 
| ſudden and unexpected event gave a cruel inter- 
ruption to the felicity which ſhe enjoyed with the 
higher reliſh, as ſhe fondly flattered herſelf that 
ſhe might depend upon the continuance of it. - 


NorToN, piqued at the coldneſs, not to 
ſay contempt with which Julia had treated him, 
and not chuſing to have any recontre with Lord 
Clayton about her, as he loved his own dear 
perſon too well to endanger it for any girl, 
went off, determined to get her into his power 
by ſurprize. In conſequence of ſuch a determi- 
nation, and of the promiſes which he received 
from a ſervant whom he had bribed to his in- 
tereſt, to acquaint him with all the motions 
in the family, he lodged himſelf at a farm-houſe 
not far off, and never ſallied out but ſo diſguiſ- 
ed as to bid defiance to diſcovery, 


. HavinG waited ſeveral days very impatient- 
ly for an opportunity to carry his point, he was, 
at laſt, informed that Mrs. Norton and Miſs 
Meredith, having heard that Lord Clayton 
was ſeized with an indiſpoſition which would, 
in all probability, prevent him from going 
abroad for ſome time, were preparing to ſet out. 
to make him a viſit. 

CuaARlEs immediately threw. himſelf in- 
to the road to Leeds, and ſoon after- 
wards perceived the very. people whom he 
wanted to ſee: he followed their carriage at a 
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$0 
81 and when they were ſet down at 
| layten's ladgings, gained infelligence from 
the driver fufficient to induce him to believe that 
he ſhould not find himſelf an unſucceſsful ſche- 
miſt, By him he was told that they were to re- 
turn in the evening, and by him, who was not 
proof againſt the arguments which he made uſe 
of to ſtagger his fidelity, he was aſſured of his 
af ſtance towards the execution of his deſigns. 
'The plan of operations was concerted between 
them at the inn, and Charles thought the time 
extremety | tedious, till his infamous coadjutor 
drewe away to take up the ladies whom he had 
brought to town in the morning. 


: Wunn the evening approached, Mrs. Norton 
felt herſelf defirous of being at home; but his 

lordſbip, lath to part with his Julia, - preſſed her 
fa earneftly to ſtay a little longer, as often as 
me reſe to go home, and urged the advantage 
of a full moan fo judicieufly, that ſhe. was en- 
eouraged ta remain with him much longer then 
ſhe intended. . , | | 


CHARLES having ſecured the driver, and 
taken care alia to ply Mrs. Norton's: footman, 
who was addicted to drinking, with liquor, 
ſaw the chaiſe fet off from Lord Clayton's lodg- 
ing with an exulting heart; as the former had 
promiſed to follow his directions faithfully, and 
as the latter was too much muddled by the ale 
which he had ſwallowed, to make any oppoſition 
to the projected maneuvres of the night. Hav- 
ing alſo furniſhed himſelf with a horſeman's 
coat, a maſk, and a pair of piſtols, he rode a- 
way to the ſpot on which he intended to exert 
his ingenuity in a new way. * 
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HE waited not long for the chaiſe: riding up 
to the driver, he with a threatening voice order- 
ed him to ſtop, ſwearing, at the ſame time, 
that he would blow his brains out, if he ſtirred 
an inch farther. ä 115 | 


Tnx driver accordingly ſtopped; The ladies 
ſereamedl. Mrs. Norton called out Thomas, 
Thomas, with great vehemence; but Thomat 
having been top-heavy, had loft his equilibri- 
um, and- was, at that inſtant, ſprawling acroſs 
the road, not in a condition either to move or 
peak. " LITER 


- CHARLES then diſmounting bade the driver 
hold his home,.. and advancing to the ſide on 
which Mrs. Norton ſat, opened the door and 
faid, Come, madam, let me beg the favour of 
you to quit your chaife for a few minutes.“ 


on for God's ſake, Sir, replied the; ( do- 
not uſe us ill: you ſhall have all the money 
© we have about us. | 


© Do not be afraid of my uſing you ill, ma- 
© dam,” ſaid he, I ſcorn to uſe any lady fo z- 
© but you muſt come out, becaufe there is fome- 
© thing belonging to you which I cannot ſo wel! 
get at while you are in the carriage. Jy 


Mxrs. NokTon, finding herſelf too much 
in his power to think of making any reſiſtance | 
with probable ſucceſs, quitted the carriage. He | 
led her about a hundred yards from it, and then g 
briſkly left her to take poſſeſſion of the ſeat 
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which the had vacated. When he had faſtened 
the door, and whiſtled, the driver knowing 
what he had to do, whipped his horſes, and 
turned them into a different road, regardleſs of 
the criesof Mrs. Norton, who run as faſt as ſhe 
could begging him to ſtop, and promiſing to 
reward him richly; but her intreaties and her 
promifes were equally in vain. She ſtrained her 
voice til! the carrjage-was out of ſight, and 
then, unable to ſupport herſelf any longer, fe}! 
down. BRL LLE | 


Sock was Mrs. Nerton's ſituation on being 
ſeparated from her niece. To deſcribe Julia's 
feelings in hers is impoſſible: ſhe was ſufficiently 
alarmed on the entrance of a ſuppoſed highway- 
man into the chaiſe ; but how much more muſt 
ſhe have been terrified, when her new com- 
panion, taking off his maſk, diſcovered the ve- 
ry man who had given her ſuch exquiſite diſqui- 
etude at her aunt's, and to whom ſhe had ſhewn 


fo ſtrong an averſion Þ 


SHE ſcreamed again, louder than before, and 
immediately attempted to open the door next 
to her, in order to throw herſelf out of the 
chaiſe; but he ſoon prevented her from making 
ſo dangerous an effort to fly from him. Con- 
ſcious of having greatly provoked his pride by 
her repeated refuſals, ſne trembled to think to 
what lengths that pride might carry him; and 
could not help thinking that ſhe had every thing 
to fear from a man who had taken ſuch ſteps to 
get her intirely into his hands, In this ſtate of 
mind, which may juſtly be called torturing, ſhe 
wept and raved alternately by his ſide, without 
moving him in the leaſt to pity her diſtreſs : * 

| only 
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only triumphed at the ſucceſs of his ſtratagem, 
and told her #hat he would make her pay for the 
many diſagreeable hours he had ſpent on her 
account, 


JuL1a, finding at length that her ſituation" 
admitted of no relief, that oppoſition might only 
render her confinement leſs ſupportable, and 
that ſhe could not poſſibly hope to regain her li-- 
berty by force, began to conſider of the expedi- 
ency of ſetting art againſt art; and while Nor-- 
ton was enjoying in the moſt inſolent expreſſions, 
the.coup de main of the evening, ſilently ſchemed 
in what manner to eſcape from her priſon, and 
trom the ſnares ſpread againſt her peace, 


- WaiLE Julia was conveyed away by the 
above-mentioned diſhonourable procedure from 
her afflicted aunt, ſbe remained in a condition 
very much to be compaſſionated. For ſome. 
time-ſhe lay on the ſpot on which ſhe fell, with- 
out being able to raife herſelt from the ground; 
ſo fatigued was ſhe by having exerted herſelf. 
beyond her ſtrength : and the violent agitation- 
of her mind was a cruel addition to her other. 
complaints. 


Ar laſt; feeling herſelf able to riſe, ſhe got 
up in order to walk home: with a heavy heart 
ſhe roſe, and was alarmed at the thoughts of be- 
ing above two miles from her own houſe later 
than ſhe had ever been from it, and never in 
ſuch diſtreſsful circumſtances. The ſky grew. 
cloudy, the moon was darkened, and the was- 
terrified, _ She walked on, however, but made 
a {mall progreſs. There was ſo faint a light, 
that ſhe began to be afraid of miſtakipg her path, 


Under 
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, Under that diſcouraging apprehenſion ſhe ſtood 

Mill, and could not help exclaiming, How un- 

* fortunately am I fituated!. and yet my 

© Julia, Heaven knows that I feel. for thee 
much more than for myſelf !? 


'TnoMas, having flept away the fumes of 
the ale which had flown into his head, was not a 
little ſurprized to find himſelf lying in the road 

in a dark evening—for when he mounted behind 
the chaiſe, it was a very bright one and got up 
in a great hurry, with his imagination diſturbed 
by the ſtories he had heard of ghoſts and goblins. 
Being a ſuperſtitious fellow with a weak under- 
ſtanding, thoſe ſtories had made ſuch an im- 
preſſion upon him, that he was juſt then ſeized 
with a panic, and afraid to ſtir. Luckily, while 
he was filled with falſe terrors, a briſk wind blew 
away the clouds which had obſcured the moon, 
and the full-orbed regent of the night ſhone 
forth in all her ſplendor. - With that ſplendor, 
Thomas was inſtantaneouſly eheared; fo com- 
forted, indeed, that his fears were totally diſper- 
| fed, and he went whiſtling hamewards, as blythe 
as a bird, only ſtopping now and then to call the 
young *ſquire a wicked one, for making him 
drink more than he could carry. Ts 


HzARING a female voice at a diſtance, he 
made up to the place from whence the ſound, 
according to his ear, iſſued. On a nearer ap- 
* he ſtarted, as if he had trod upon an ad- 

: lt is my miſtreſs ! good gracious, how 
© came ſhe out here ?? | 


. Wren theſe few words, the honeſt effuſions 
of his heart, he redoubled his pace, 1 
| wore aying 
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faying as he advanced towards her, It is I, 
* madam, it is T homas; do not be afraid.“ 


Ir is not eaſy to determine whether Mrs. 
Norton or her honeſt ſervant was the moſt plea- 
ſed at their unexpected meeting in ſo unexpect- 
ed a place, at ſo unexpected an hour. 


'* On! Thomas,” ſaid the, I am glad ow 
* are come to my aſſiſtance.” 


* Anp ſo am I, madam, I am ſure; but if I 
. © may be ſo bold as to aſe, madam, how came 
"ow here ?? | 


2 


* I wiLL tell you if I can, Thomas, as 1 80 
* along, only keep cloſe behind me.” 


Fur I will, madam—1 would follow you 
© to the world's end. ' 


Ms. ,NorToN axvived lafe at her own 
houſe about midnight attended by her faithful 
Thomas : but ſo wearied by her walk, that ſhe 
remained a good while in her eaſy chair before 
ſhe could recover ſpirits enough to inform her 
maid what accident ſhe had met with to occa- 
fion her coming home ſo late, why ſhe came 
without her niece, and why the came on foot. 


As foon as ſhe roſe the next morning, Mrs, 
Norton diſpatched Thomas with a letter to Lord i 
Clayton, to acquaint him with the very extraor= } 
dinary adventure of the preceding evening. | 


LORD CLAvTON read Mrs. Norton's letter 
e Vith the —_ conſternation and M 
6 
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© Geod God!” cried: he, what is to ber 
done?“ | 


Mx. Merrick having had his eye fixed on 
a news paper, while his nephew was reading his 
letter, threw it down upon the table when he 


| beard that. exclamation, and ſaid, What is 


r matter, my lord Fe 


5 MaTTER, m m Woo Gr 1b wank, breatly 
to tell en Wan my utes, my all 1s.— 


1 Not dead, I hope. 


8 n perhaps, for ſhe may by 155 
time be—ruined for ever.“ 


He a: A giving | the letter to ** uncle, 
walked up and down the room vidlently agita- 
ted, and mu more like a diſtracted man 1 than 


a rational ang CRT it's 


Ms. Menkick Petr th . it, faid, 
© This is a very ugly affair and a very odd one, 
indeed, my lord, I never heard of a high- 


JS. © wayman acting in ſuch a manner: and to tell 


© you the truth, I am of opinion that ſome- 
* * body has diſguiſed himſelf in e to carry alt 
* your miſtreſs,” 


Lob CLavron- ftarted at that ſpeech, 
and cried out, You have hit upon it, Sir; 1 
believe the highwayman was Ay aſſumed to 

* conceal the rival. 


- -Nx1THER of them, however, in the leaſt 


ſpeed Norton to have been the man who had 
appeared 
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appeared i in that character, and ſeparated ms 
from her aunt, 


+ © I will go immediately to Mrs. Norton,” 
did Mr. Merrickx: * perhaps, by laying our 
heads "00 be we may make ſome uſeful dif- 
© coveries,” | 


#4 WILL wait on you, Sir,“ replied his lord- 
n 


* By no means, my lord by friking your 
* naſe u may ealanger your life.” 


War is life without my Julia? No, no, 
: Sir, I muſt, T will accompany-you—pray do 
not oppoſe me pray do not attempt to detain 
, me.“ 8 1270 


Ma. Maassen Ending:himfel utterly un- 
3 to perſuade his nephew to remain in his 
lodgings on account of his health, ceaſed to 
make an oppoſition to his wiſhes, but could not 
help entreating him with all the preſſing impor- 
tunity of a kind relation to wrap himſelf up well 
before he ſet out. | 


W EN they had left their apartments about 

a couple of hours, Mr. and Mrs, Meredith, ſtop- 
ping at Leeds in their way to Mrs, Norton” s, to 
enquire at what quarter of the town Lord Clay- 
ton lodged, were to their great ſurprize ac- 
quainted with the extraordinary tranſa ctions of 
the preceding evening, between that place and 
Mrs. Norton's houſe, and being alſo informed 
chat dis Wie and. Mr.. Merrick had both 
deen 


1 


— 
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been gone to the latter, followed them im- 
2 ; 


Tur foatid the whole family, except the 
maid whom Chatles had bribed, truly unhappy: 
ſhe however affected a concern upon the occa- 
ſion, and ſeemed to ſympathiſe deeply with 
thoſe who had moſt reaſon to lament the loſs 
which they had- ſuſtained. 


O a general conſultation it was believed 

that Norton was the man who had by ſo un- 
common a device drawn Julia. into his power: 
but they were all extremely embarraſſed with 
regard- to the means- * to be uſed for the 
Ny of her, 


Wars they were deliberating aw: to 28 in 
ſuch perplexing circumſtances, they were moſt. 
agreeably aſtoniſhed to ſee Miſs Meredith ridin 
towards them in a poſt-chaiſe. Mr. Meredith 
who firſt perceived her was particularly ſo to 
behold her attended by the very fervant who had 
left her in the melancholy fituation from which 
Lord Clayton had relieved her. He was doubly 
aſtoniſhed ; but the joy of the father riſing ſupe- 
rior to the reſentment of the maſter, he went 
forth to receive ber with paternal delight, with- 
out feeling himſelf diſpoſed to load him with re- 
proaches for his paſt upgrateful behaviour; con- 
cluding, not unjuſfly, from the ſatisfaQon viſi- 
ble in his daughter's countenance, that John 
had done ſomething to merit a pardon for his 
tormer baſe and barbarous carriage to her. 


Mas. n followed hes huſband with 


teur of as th attended by Mrs, Norton, 
Lord 


— 


and Mis Meredith. , 89 


Lord Clayton, and Mr. Merrick, whoſe different 
ſenſations, though all of the joyous 1 can- 
not eaſily be imagined. 


Wren the firſt congratulations on Julia's 
return were over, John threw himſelf at Mr. 
Meredith's feet, and in the humbleſt terms beg- 
ged his forgiveneſs for what he had formerly 
done to deſerve a very ſevere chaſtiſement from 
him.: * When you have heard what Miſs Me- 
* redith has to ſay about me, Sir,* continued 
he, © I dare believe that you will not think 
a me altogether unworthy of it. 


Mx. MzxzpriTH turning to his daughter, as 
if he wiſhed to have an anſwer from ber before- 
he made a reply to that ſpeech, ſhe faid with a 
moſt winning benignity of afpe&t, © You may 
forgive John, Sir, for he has ood of iwfimte 
# ſervice to me.“ 


Hz then bid John 6. and promiſed nat on- 
= to forgive him for his "il, but to reward him 
or his good behaviour, i 


Wren Julia had e! ſome refreſhment 
ſne was deſired by her amiable prac to ac- 
quaint them in what providential manner, by 
what unlooked-for means ſhe had been reftored 
to them. After a few dutiful and affectionate 
expreſſions ſhe gratified their - curioſity in the 
following words, to which Lord _ ton liſtened 
with particular attention. 


My dear aunt has undoubtedly mentioned 
her being taken out of the chaiſe in which we 
72 were returning from Leeds by a 1 ap- 

[2b pearing 
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© pearing like a highwayman, who, having 
* ſeated himſelf in her place, carried me away 


c 
c 
c 


from her: but ſhe little imagines, perhaps, 
_ the ſuppoſed*highwayman is related to 
her,” 2 


Wr all gueſs that Mr. Norton is the man, 


ſaid Mr. Meredith, but go on, my dear. — 


Mx. Nong ro is indeed the perſon,“ con- 


tinued Julia. who aſſumed ſuch an appearance, 
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and had recourſe to ſuch an expedient to make 


me ſubſervient to his wiſnes. Let me do him 


the juſtice however to ſay, that he diſcovered 


no diſhonourable deſigns. When he pulled off 
his maſk, I was more terrified than I had 


been at his firſt approach, and filled with 


more alarming apprehenſions. I attempted 
to deliver myſelf from his hands, though at 
the hazard of my life, as the chaiſe was 
ſwiftly moving; but he foon made me feel 


too ſenſibly that I could not eſcape from him. 


I was compelled, therefore, to hear all his in- 


ſulting language; for . inſulting it was to the 


higheſt degree, as he raillied me in the. moſt 


. provoking terms for the diſtreſs which he ſaw 


ſtrongly painted in every feature of my face, 


laughed at my tears and bewailings, and with 


the vaineſt expreſſions complimented himſelt 
on his cruel ingenuity, | 


* WHITHER he intended to carry me I knew 
not : but when we had travelled ſome hours at 
a great rate, without meeting a ſingle crea- 
ture, I-began to think that it would be more 
prudent to ſeem reconciled to my ſituation, 
and to aſſume a character in my turn, in 2 
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* der to facilitate the recovery of my liberty. 
* Drying up my tears, I told Mr, Norton that 


c 
0 
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R 4 Na 6 «„ 


s 
c 
c 
a 


he had taken very unneceſſary pains to get a 
woman into his power who could not make 
him the expected amends for it, as her heart 
was not in her own poſſeſſion. As I ſpoke 
thoſe words without appearing. to reſent his 
having /urprized me into his hands, he aſſured 
me that though he ſhould think himſelf very 
happy in the poſſeſſion of my heart, he would 
be ſatisfied with the ſurrender of my perſon to 


him, as he flattered himſelf that time and his 


perpetual endeavours to pleaſe me would pro- 
duce an alteration in my ſentiments in his 
favour, ö | 


As I did not in the leaſt expect ſuch a ſpeech 
from him after, the raillery which he had 


vented againſt me, and indeed the ihſolence of 


his whole behaviour, I was, I own, ſoftened 
1 and conceived a better opinion of him 
than I had before: but I was not ſo far affected 
by that ſpeech, as not to form little ſchemes, 
while we whirled along, to diſengage nryſelf 


from my captivity, by calling in art to my aid. 


© I therefore told him that he paid too much 
regard to my perſon; and that I hoped he 
would be contented to wait till the alteration 
wiſhed for in my ſentiments was brought 
about by time. Nas | 
8 . „5 2 
© In this manner we converſed till ſoon after 
day-break; then ſeeing a gentleman galloping 
towards us with a ſervant at a. conſiderable 


: diſtance behind him, I could not help making 


an effort to intereſt him in my behalf. I de- 
2 | * fired 
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fired Mr. Norton to ſtop the chaiſe, to put 
his head out at hi window, as the gentleman 
was on that ſide of thechaife, and to intreat 
him to come to my window, as I wiſhed to 
ſpeak a word to him. Mr. Norton concluded 
that I knew the gentleman, and not imagin- 
ing, Ibclieve, after what had paſſed between 
us during the laſt hour, that I had anydefire 


to leave him, complied with my requeſt im- 


mediately. While he was ſo employed, I 


took my pocket-book and pencil, and hurry- 


ing down a few lines on a piece of paper, 
had them ready concealed in my hand to 
deliver to the ſtranger, by that time he 
came up to me. Addreſſing myſelf to him 


as if I was intimately acquainted with him, E 


begged the favour of him to read my note, 
ſtretching out my hand. He took it with a. 
very polite air, but proved not to he a man of 


ſpirit as well as politeneſs; for he only bowed 
his head and rode on. 


By this time the gentleman's ſervant came 


up : I was not a little ſurprized to ſee the 
perſon by whom I had been formerly ſo ill 


uſed; but the diftreſs of the moment extin- 


guiſhed my reſentraent, and I implored his 
aſſiſtance. Deliver me from my priſon, John, 
faid I, and you ſhall be well rewarded. 


i N v, being nc ſtranger to my prejudices 
in Lord Clayton's favour, ſeeing me in the 


hands of a man very unlike his lordſhip, and 
ſtruck, I ſuppoſe, with remorſe for what he 
had done, when in your ſervice, Sir, (turn- 
ing to her father) immediately aſked Mr. 

a Norton 


© # 
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Norton what he meant by forcing away 2 
lady from her relations, | 


* Mx. Nox ron being unprepared for ſuch 


an addreſs to him from a footman, ſeemed to 
be very much diſconcerted, and having forgot 
to take his piſtols out of the holſters when he 
diſmounted in order to execute his deſigns 
againſt me by ſeparating me from my aunt, 
found himſelf not in a condition to appear in 
a formidable light, 


= However, his pride was rouzed ; he 


noa anc MK G N ea G G ad 


jumped out of the chaiſe and ran towards his 


horfe, which the driver had faſtened behind 
it : but John-difmounting with great agility, 
ſeized him before he could arm himſelf: they 
ſtruggled a good while, but John had at laſt 


ſo much advantage, that Mr. Norton thought 


proper to beg for quarters, and to promiſe his 


- adverſary that. he would not interrupt him, 


while he took me under his protection. But 
Mr. Norton, as ſoon as he roſe from the 
ground, making an attempt to ſnatch one of 
his piſtols, notwithſtanding his promiſe, John 
was fo provoked at his cowardly behaviour, 
that he fired the two piſtols belonging to him 
into the air, and bid him ride away as faſt as 
he could, and think himfelf very well off: at 
not being more ſeverely. handled. Norton, 
taking him at his word, threw himſelf into his 
ſaddle, - and ſoon diſappeared. John then 
came to me, and after having, in k ſupphant 


poſture, intreated me to forgive ham for his 
cruel treatment of me, of which he ſaid he 
had moſt ſincerely repented, told me that he 


* was + 
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was ready to wait on me to whatever place r 
choſe to go; and as I had, during his conteſt 
with Mr. Norton, gained the driver over to 
me by a haiigſome preſent, Ifound them both 
very willing to conduct me hither,” “ 


Hers Miſs Meredith ended the account of 
her happy eſcape from Mr, Norton, and all her 
hearers received great pleaſure from it. Mr, 
Meredith cloſed the congratulations repeated 
upon the occaſion with ſaying, that he would 
go and talk with John a little. Perhaps he 
* may loſe his place for having left his maſter 
4 8 bee, hours, though he has been ſo laudably 
engaged. Should he be diſcharged at his return, 

II look on myſelf as _—_ to take him 
# — into my ſervice.” 


a 6 6 « 


Wirn theſe humane 0 juſt ſentiments he 
quitted the room: humane every body will, 
ſurely, pronounce them to have , been, and 
nobody, I imagine, will deem them to have 
been unjuſt, who has a liberal way of thinking. 
If the commiſſion of a good action is not to 
atone. for the perpetration of a bad one, what 
encouragement has vice to come over to the 
ſide of virtue 4 


Mas. eee not a woman of 
narrow notions, declared herſelf to be of the 
opinion that her huſband would act too haſtily 
by taking John into his ſervice again; allowing 
him, at the ſame time, all proper praiſe for the 
deliverance of her Water from been, alarm- 
aan. 91 4 35 a n 
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Waar 
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Wa Ar ſtruck Mrs. Norton moſt in her 


niece's narrative was, her having courage to 
truſt herſelt with a man who had actually be- 
haved ſcandalouſly to her: when s her couſin 
_ only filled her with terrifying apprehen- 
ſions. : | 


Lon CLayToON could not help ſeconding 
Mrs, Norton, and expreſſing his admiration at 
the confidence his Julia repoſed in John. 


Juri endeavoured to defend her conduct 
upon the common in the following manner : 


Tu gentleman whom I accoſted on his 
coming up to me, as if we had been my 
well acquainted with each other, behaved, 
indeed, politely to me, but with that ſort of 
politeneſs as if he had never ſeen me before; 
and when he had read my note, looked at me, 
while he rode'off, as if he thought he ſhould 
gain no honour, but run himſelf. into much 
danger, by concerning himſelf about me. Af- 
ter ſuch a carriage, therefore, on bis part, I 


with which I delivered my note, and from 
my confuſion, which was certainly obſerved, 
he could not but ſuppoſe that I had tried to 
intereſt the gentleman in my behalf, and to 
induce him to procure my teleaſment. 1 felt 
myſelf ſo diſtreſſed at the failure of my ſtrata- 
gem, that the appearance of John, which, 
at another time muſt have made my blood rite 
with indignation, occaſioned a Very different 
emotion in me. I beheld him not as the man 


2 whom I had been fo cruelly uſed, but as 4 
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had no reaſon to expect a great deal of indul- 
gence on Mr. Norton's: for from the hurry 
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nan who might, poſſibly, he of ſervice to me. 
I was pretty ſure of not being better treated 
* by Mr. Norton, after having made an attempt 


dds diſengage myſelf from him; and I ſhould, 


I thought, run no riſque by returning home 


with John, if he ſucceeded according to my 
* wiſhes, and would accompany the chaiſe, when 
© he had obliged Mr. Norton to remount his 


© horſe, and give me no farther moleſtation. 
© "The driver I alſo imagined would readily bring 


me hither, when J had made it worth his 


© while to follow my directions. 


WariLE Julia was making the above-menti- 
oned apology for her conduct in a very critical 
ſituation, Mr. Meredith was giving an attentive 
ear to the ſelf-reproaches of an apparently ſin- 


_ cere penitent, intermixed with his honeſt con- 


feſſions. 


Ir you knew, Sir,” ſaid John, how much 
I ſuffered ſince the day I ſet out with you 
© from Cheſter, you would, I do believe, have 
© ſome compaſſion for me, as you was always 
the beſt natured gentleman alive. Oh, Sir! 
] don't wiſh my greateſt enemy to feel what 
© T have felt ſince, I have had no peace in 


my mind from the day when I behaved ſo 


badly to Miſs Meredith, and the fight of her 
* this morning made my heart fink within me. 
© I was aſhamed to ſee her, and was going to 


© turn my horſe another way; but hearing her 


© call on me to deliver her from the perſon in 


the chaiſe with her, I immediately thought 


* that ſhe had fallen irito bad hands, and was 


determined to lend her all the aſſiſtance in my 


and Miſs Meredith, © 9) 
6 „power. Providence bleſſed my endeavours, 

© and 1 ſhall be happy if you think that what: 
I have done in her behalf, will make ſome 


© amends for my former ill behaviour to her, 
5 of which, heaven deen, I namen Nenad. F 


«1 ani Jou to neee, John, * faid 
Mr. Meredith, you have acted like a fin- 
© cere penitent; you have deſerved forgiveneſs, 
and I hope you will” not loſe your place by 
* having left your maſter, in order to be ler- 
viceable to my daughter.“ 4: haven 

"4. 18 TE OF 1:5 
© My ay” Sir, is not an ene 

7 ; 19s hope, therefore, that when 
| have told him thetruth of the affair, he will 

© rather commend me than turn me away, 
though he did not care to aſſiſt Miſs Mere- 
« dith himſelf, My maſter is a very good ſort 
* of man, Sir; but he never chuſes to meddle 
with an bufineſs which he thinks wall TIE 
a IS ſon into danger.” | 3 | 


„Wert, John, if your — ſhould not be 
© ſatisfied with the c xcuſe you make for abſence, 
return to me, with an aſſurance that I will 

not ſuffer you to be a loſer for having brought 
l 7 daughter. to, this houſe, 


Mx. MzzxzpirH thei went back to the par- 
lour, and communicated what had paſſed be- 
tween him and John; and they all approved of 
his carriage to his late ſervant; eſpecially of his 
not having induced him to believe that he ſhould 
be again received into the family as a domeſtic: 
that he ougtit to be rewarded they were all 

Vor. II. E "gi "IG 


„ The Nile vf Lend Clayton | 
willing to allow, bur looked upon his being re- 
ſtored ie his place: as 4p "po rat dro 
tion dor hate ruives. 'd rid 


Lozp Craven and Me. Bieri. hdres 
ſpent a very chearful evening with't eir agree- 
able friends, returned: to their gedeinse. Be- 
fore the next morning, his lordſhip was convig- 
ced of the error which he had committed, with 
regard to his healthy: by dot following hig un- 
cle's advice: fon he had caught mor the 
night was a damp one, and, ruck his raſh in; 
ſo that he was obliged to keep his bed for a few 
days: dyfing which e © Mr Mertick, though 
he often gently chid him for, Fang refraRtory, 
was extremely. aſſidugu about him, and 
niſtered, with, his own. hands, the. medicines 
which! Rang edna prepapfoy him. Tots 


g J £271 1flam „14 ii: 


4 9 60 ha a4 J) beten, Mer: Merekth. 
acquainted him with his intentions to ſet off for 
London, having only waited: for hig tordſhip's. 
being able to travel. Lord Clayton being quite 


ready to 'accampany- wo 4 * 2 was, in 
a ſhort time — mac 
— hoſe company. ſhe ae ae mu 


Tur thy before that fied for their PRES 
ture, while Lord Clayton and bis ung, were 
ſuperintending the package of their things, 
they were furgrized; by a, viſit tr Ben 1 
hom en: if ee © again e 


Tuts gentlentan was Me. 3 0 Yau 
© ſeem. ſurprized, my lord, and you my good 


5. Sir,” turning to Mr, Merrick, © to ſer me 45 
u 


— 1 * 
— + - - 
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© but I could not poſſibly go through this town, 
* after having accidentally heard that you were 


both lodged here, without paying my com- 
* pluments to you.” | 


I att exceedingly lad to ſee you, Sir,“ 
ſaid Lord —— z and I will venture to 


_ ©. fay, that my _ e is as much pleaſed as my- 


* ſelf at your — but not therefore 
© leſs wekeome, En 


© Your lordſhip has ventured to * nothing 
© but the truth? ſaid Mr. Merrick; © Yes, 
— continued he, I am truly glad to light 
pon you again; and hope that you have met 

a with no dit en ſince we parted. p 


© No, Sir, thank heaven! in whom I al- 
© ways firml 1 ruſted, Jam as happy a man 
© asany in England; and to ſpeak a bold word, 

2 contepted, | 


© FEW people can, indeed; ſpeak that word, 
K Sin / replied my lord, and feel the true mean- 
ing of it; and I ſhall be rejoiced to know in 


© what manner you have arrived. to ſuch feli- 
g roi 60 


III I relate the ſequel of my ſtory, my 
? lord, with a great deal of pleaſure,” 


© You have recovered your eſtate, I ſup- 
* poſe, © Sir,” ſaid Mr. Merrick in his lively 


WAY. 


„Mou ſnall hear, Sir. When 1 left: Cheſ. 


een, F went . to the honeſt fellow 
„ from 
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© from whom I had received ſo many kindneſſes, 
© and whom I wiſhed to reward more than 
© had yet done for his uncommon fidelity and 
* friendſhip. On my arrival at his cottage, 
© the worthy creature received me with ſuch ex- 
© travagant emotions of joy, that I could not 
© help looking at him with ſome aſtoniſhment. 
„Oh! Sir, ſaid he, I never was ſo delighted to 
© ſee you in my life, and ran away from me, 
© but returned in a ſhort time with a box in his 
arms.“ Here they are, Sir,“ continued he, 
and I pray to God that you may live long to 
©. be happy with your good fortune.“ 


Wu Ar good fortune?” replied I, not know- 
ing what to make of his preamble. 


This box, Sir,“ ſaid he,“ contains all the 
* writings belonging to your eſtate,” | 


; . How ! are you in earneſt, William?“ 


IND EE D it does, Sir, and I heartily give 
you joy on your coming to take poſſeſſion of 
© the eſtate which has been kept from you for 


6 ſo many years.” ; 


* You amaze me How came you by the 
© writings?? 2 n 


* Try major gave them to me, Sir.“ 
1 Monk wonderful {til 
jor Dixon! : 

"*'Yes, Sir, he himſelf, I do aſſure you. 


Ae ſent for me, when he was upon his _ 
| 6 bed, 


| !—the major] ma- 
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© bed, and put them into my hands, deſiring 
me, at the ſame time, to inform you that the 
thoughts of having ſo long deprived you of - 
your eſtate made him miſerable beyond ex- 
preſſion ; and he told nothing but the truth, 
indeed, I believe, for I never faw a poor gen- 
tleman in fo terrible a way. He died the 
next morning, raving in ſuch a manner, that 
I was almoſt afraid to ſtay in the room.— I 
ſhall never forget how he ſtruggled for breath 
to ſay ſomething to me a little before he died: 
I hope I ſhall not ſee ſo ſhocking a ſight a- 
gain. But Nl! try to forget him, Sit,“ conti- 
nued he, opening the box. | 
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© I was ſo much affected with the account 
of the major's appearance in his laſt moments, 
ill as.I had been uſed by him, that I ſtood for 
ſome time looking at the box, loſt in thought 
— William, at length, rouzed me from my 
refleions, by preſenting my writings to me, 
which I received from him. with an effuſion 
of gratitude, warm from the heart to that 
Being at whoſe decrees, im the midſt of m 
heavieſt diſappointments, | ns HT 
and on whole juſtice I had ever asſtrong reli- 
ance, for having rewarded. my. patience. by 
the completion of my wiſhes” 


Q, a.m aa ain GM oa. 2 


Hexe Mr. Benſon cloſed his ſtory, and re- 
ceived the ſincereſt congratulations from Lord 
Clayton and Mr, Merrick on the recovery of 
his eſtate. When he had wiſhed them both all 
the health and happineſs they themſelves could 
deſire, he took leave of them; but not without 
being heartily invited to Bromley-houſe, when- 

ever he made a viſit to Londen, apa 
E 3 | Loxn- 
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. Lord BROMLEY having been acquainted by 
his ſon with the various ſituations into which he 
had been thrown, during his abſence, and with 
the day fixed for his return to London, immedi- 
ately. formed a ſcheme to ſurprize bim, his un- 
cle, and his friends upon the road. In conſe- 
quence of this deſign, his lordſhip, as ſoon as he 
had read Lord Clayton's long letter, ordered his 
ous chaiſe 9 four to be got ready. 


S ILT ON was the town at which his lordſhip 
intended to wait for the party from Yorkfhire, 
in caſe of his not meeting them before he 
reached it. 8 


. he entered that en hefaw Mr, 
2 Ene in a e by him- 
\ 457 Krit. | 4 f \ 
5 #80, this: ma deve , faid kis lord- 
ap; 4 I am come up to you at ſuſt. i 


c Han, my lord,” replied he, farting, be- 
ing not in the leaſt aware pf beholding his 
-lordſhip in that place, 1 would wave 
thought of 2 Jou 0 8 W 
© T APPEAR, 1 1 — but 
ſo much the better What have you done 
125 ale your nephew, for you ſeem to ride 
* us. 


3 G lo, my lende gbr ſon 1 not far 
off, with the CE Honey” in a poſt- 
* coach.” | | 


c 3 
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4 Tuar i well, that js well; 1 or 2 
*-you think they-ure from hence; 


hy They will been be here, 1 dare wy. by : 
Mais were theſe words out of his * 
when the W coach made ity appear- 


ance, 


„Lohr RF al et 100 Mr. Merrick 0 
both agreed to put up at the inn neareſt td the 
ſpot on whith they t quitred their cartiages, 95 
and waited 1 tot of ide houſe till the 
coach drove 5p to em. ideas 1. HOU 3 ay 
I7 129 
Wuzx Lone: Claytsh beheld Nis Father and- 
uncle talking together on foot, he could not 
ſuppreſs the aſtoniſhment which thal fight occa- 
ſioned. Turning to Mr. Meredith, ther 1s 
Lord Bromley, Sir, ſaid he, ſtanding with 
Mr. Merrick. 2 never was more ſurprized i 
10 lab e o vis 11 
ur vie, at that luſtant, fwpptd, .. Lord 
approaching it, ſald to Mr, Meredith, 
I have not the pleaſute of being known per- 
© ſonallyts you, Sir; yet I eiter m ef that lam 
* not a tota ſtranger to you, as I imagine that 
my ſon has informed you who Lam: I therefore - 
© beg leave to welcome yaw to Stilton, and you 
Madam, and you, Miſs Meredith, bobving to 
them alternately—and I am not ſorry. to ſee 
* you, George, eſpecially in ſuch good com- 
* pany—but come we will not waſte: 5g ds 2 
<; Nie Sonar May: 59 the age, ie * 


2 ak 
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»» WHEN that command was obeyed, his lord- 

thip handed Mrs, Meredith out of the coach: 

Lord Clayton followed with Miſs Meredith, and N 
Mr. Meredith cloſed the rear alone: but was 

ſoon 2 by Mr. Merrick, and the two old 

friends embraced each ther v wth. the. utmoſt 
cordiality. tin Haeed 265125 | 


WuiLEs the Ty retired to take a walk in 
the garden, Mr. Merrick whiſpered his nephew, 
and they immediately left the room: let your 
father and Meredith, ſaid he, as they were 
going acrois the yard to look at a ſmart carriage 
which ſtood there, have a little chat by 
themſelves, you will not be a jot leſs happy 

” their interviewt, 1 will anſwer. for it.“ 7 
4427 20 992 2 
Wars Lord Bromley found himſelf with Mr. 
Meredith in private; he began i in the following 
—_ (184: J * isl E. | er * 10 
| B2xT1/7 uk 9104 9 4197 
It gives me a great deal o Rt Sir, 
td think that wel axe in a fair way to be better 
11 and: that pleaſure conſiderably 
5 increaſed, when Jreſlect on the happy choice 
my ſon; has made of a Rs for ere 
4 . 3.5128 


. e | 
Vo She. *. best gi, my ed, thank Hea- 
by) Ven. ba e 


—, 


7 


x have: no 1 concerning; -her goodneſs, | 
„ Sir: and I- ſhall ſpeak of her in no higher 
terms than what ſhe is juſtly entitled to, by 
* ſaying that ſhe is the moſt agreeable young 

lady 1 ever beheld ; a that ſhe ſeems to be 
thoroughly 


CY 
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*: thoroughly qualified to make a deſirable wiſe 
to a man of. ſo domeſtic a turn as my George 
* is: every thing that both my ſon and Mr. 
«. Merrick have told me in her praiſe is legible 
in her countenance; and I dare ſwear thit 
„Lord Clayton will have reaſon, every hour af- 
ter his union with Miſs Meredith, to remem- - 
ber the hour with peculiar ſatisfaction in 
v hich he firſt became acquainted. with her.“ 


© You do my daughter, you do me, you do 
all my family, my lord, too much honour.” 


Not at all, Sir: I ſhall think myſelf, I do - 
aſſure you, honoured by the alliance: there- 
fore, pray do not mention a ſyllable more up- 
on that head. Let us rather talk to the point 
hat fortune do. you propoſe to lay down 
with your daughter TTT 


e „ 


Tx thouſand pounds; my lord. 


Many of my brother-peers,” ſaid his lord - 
ſhip, ſmiling, would like to be diſnonoured 
m that mannexy—But-to be ſerious George 
*-ſhall be enabled to treble that ſum for her ad- 
vantage, and nothing ſhall be wanting on my - 

fide, to make them live agreeably to their 
wiſhes in every reſpect. I have occafioned - 
many vexatious moments to my ſon, by ops. - 
poſing my wrong ideas of conjugal felicity to 
*-his right ones; and as I am thoroughly con- 
*-vinced of the juſtneſs of bis notions with re- 
*. gard to that felicity, it is high time for me 
to prove the ſincerity of my conviction by the 
*-propriety of my actions; and, ſo Sir, with . 
| KW} E 5 Pushen „ 
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your leave, Iwill go in ſearch of Lord "== qi 
= and tell him the reſult of our Tete-a-Tete.” I, 


 Wiruovrt waiting for a verbal anfoer * 
Mr. Meredith, becauſe he ſaw a very ſignifi- 
cant one in his face, he left the room. 


Soon after his — departure, Mr. 
Merrick entered the room. 


_ © Hzy-pay, my friend ; what alone, and 
© in a brown ſtudy? I took Lord Clayton afide, 
© that you and the old earl might lay your 
heads together without any reſtraint or inter- 
_*-ruption: where is his lordſhip ? you have 
9 ſettled matters I hope to your mind? T 


Very much ſo, Sir,“ replied Mr. Meredith: | 
* his lordſhip has behaved 1 far be- 
- yond my expectations. 


IAM glad t to hear you give ſo * an ac- 
count of him; generoſity was never reckoned 
, among his virtues : but I have taken no ſmall 

+ pains lately to inſpire him with a liberal way 

* of thinking, equal to the largeneſs of his pof- 

25 ſeſſions— Well, what has he done FP? 


- Mx. MzREZDITH then related the converſa- 
tion which had paſſed between them. 


+ Upon my word, his lordſhip has exeeeded 
© my expectations too But truly, eonfidering 
* the lady and her fortune together. 


Ax that moment Lord Clayton entered the 
* leading in Julia. * 
8 LY 
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eme Ment 107 
1 y 11 * — 
-3M tv 3 Lie, tai * iow the hap- 
* pieſt of men,“ laid bis bordſhip, adudteſſing 
himſelf te Mr. Meredith, by 2 — me 
of the ſatisfaction which you b ed 
* hohaviour on #5. dcesant“ 721301 


- 33 6 134460255 be, indved,; ap lobdyummetioraF- 
„uch a ſoh- in- lw, and — daughter would + 

© not deſerve. ſuch 1 huſband as ybur fordfhip, . 
were we, not both extremely well ſatisfied ' 
with the earl's generous — and 
with * untxodpurodbie nee 


Journ Sils Alternately An ür bitter, An 
on his lerdſtup, and Mr. Merrick( with his 
ufual vivacity, removed all the little delicate 
aukwardneſſes naturally riſing on ſuch an occa- 
fen among many pesple of refined ſentiments, 
by ſaying, * 1 galant now, you three make the 
© moſt agreeable. iris $ over hw In my life, ant! 
© if, I: was a painter, ang if. Leonid no: 
Gs "clap you upon canvas. 529 | 


Tais ſpeech of Mir. Merricl's was uttered 
in ſo Particular 4 manner, and aceothpanied © 
with fo. many arch looks that is occsfioned't. . 
laugh, Before any part of the trio returned an 
ahfwer tö it, Mt. Meredith chiered the roocil, . 
followed by: Lau ene 195 * 2 yl i 

PIER $642 copte 7 PP lordibip,. 
+: am glad k; hear you ſo merty, and 1 * 
$ bagel) 


Wt 


ode Hedeties/ Wy lerdg cent 
tepties Mrz Nieriick: © 'thet&s. 2 2280 


1 
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TRE ſubſequent coonerlation was entirely of 
the chearful 


be Aham ef Lard Clayton 
© it, it will be good for nothing at ſecond hand: 


it will be like a bottle of bad wine, conſiſting of 
- ©: Sot tome: left the preceding day, and barbarouſſy 


<-3umbled together by a rogue of a butler.“ 


ind; but as few if any of my 
readers would, I believe, feel themſelves inte- 


reſted in it, I am not willing to tire their pati- 
ence by committing it to paper. 


Dunxixc the above-mentioned ſcenes and | 


tranſactions in Yorkſhire, Miſs Jarvis and Mr. 
Harriſon, after having met with a ſmall inter- 
ruption to the happineſs which they mutually 
enjoyed on being te- permitted to ſee, each other 
on the wiſhed-for footing, were united with 
the moſt proſperous omens; for, according to 


all human probability, they had, from their natu- 


rally domeſtic diſpoſitions, the greateſt reaſon in 
the world to expect felicity in the marriage 


: ſtate—But I muſt not forget the interruption 
they met with previous to their union. 


5 THERE are ſome. people of ſo firange a turn, 
of a temper fo. unaccountably perverxſe, that 
they cannot bear to ſee any of their fellow-crea- 


tures happy: whoever appear contented with 


themſelves or their affairs, are objects ſuffici- 
ently enviable, and are ſure of provoking the 
ſpleen, and irritate the ill- nature of ſuch peo- 

> - and the more deſerving they are, the more 
218 that ill- nature irritated, and that ſpleen pro- 
voked. What dreadful relations do ſome people 
make! friends, they cannot poſſibly be: they 


are utterly- incapable of friendſhip, and even 
ſot common acquaiptance they are dangerous. 


How 
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How often is the peace of a whole family de- 


ſtroyed by the exeerable ingenuity of one-refigi- 
ous being either related to it or acquainted with 
it: nay ſometimes the malevolent infernally pleaſe 
themſelves with having : thrown families into 
confuſion only known to them by name Can 


they be too ſharply ſatirized? 


SUCH a being was a Miſs Mowbray, almoſt 
old enough to be a Mrs, who living very near 
Raven's-Neſt, waited on Mrs. Jarvis ſoon after 
her arrival there, and by a flattering exterior, 
added to much politeneſs in her manners, for 


ſhe was a woman of birth, and had genteel con- 


nections, rendered herſelf ſo agreeable to Mrs. 
Jarvis, that ſhe returned her viſit in a ſhort 
time, and told her, at taking leave, that ſhe 
hoped they ſhould be good neighbours. 


Miss MowBray lived with an aunt who 
never appeared abroad, for ſhe was bed-rid. 
Having been formerly, in her opimon, ill uſed 
by young Harriſon; with whom ſhe was deſpe- 
rately in love, the proſpeC of his being married 
to Miſs Jarvis, after the match had been long 
broken off, gave her inexpreſſible diſquietude: 
the thought ſhe had been ill uſed by him, but 
ſhe thought very unjuſtly : the truth is, he was 
not mean enough to encourage the indiſcreet 
advances of a lady for whom he felt-no pre- 
poſſeſſions. Hence aroſe her reſentment, and 
that paſſion co-operating with a fertile brain, 
occaſioned no ſmall vexation to- the amiable 
couple, who began to look upon themſelves 
out of the reach of diſappointment. 


0 — 
- * 


Bane 
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Brio Jntiately hequainited' with- Mits 
Clinton, ſhe went to her one morning, and de- 
firing to be cloſetted with her, men her- 
ſelf in the following terms: | 


by My dear Clinton, tam come tobe, a pro- 
% 3 favour of ** F wo | 


4 Or with n! then, my dar: Mowbry, 
* without any farther introduction. ting. 


* Mx. HARRISON is, you know, on the 
ran of betng married to little Jatvis. 


8 Tux; they only wait for thoſe dilatory 
© gentlemen the maar n | 


© Way. then, 1 mould be glad to prevent 

their, coming together. I ſhall be glad to 
tear Jarvis's- eyes out, if ſhe is happy with 
Hatriſon, and happy ſhe- will certainly be, to 
my ſorrow, if married to him, for he om 
5 make der an excellent huſband: © = 


© How, Matilda! mould you be. forry t fee 
© two deſerving people formed for een eher“ 


. felicity, 17 net united ?? 


„Tus gde of aby people verge. * 

extremely painful to me; fight o 

*. tbem ſo united world” be inſupportable If 
yen had been treated by a pretty fellow as 

+. Harriſon has treated n, you wotld not won- 

der at my thus reſenting- his deſertton from 

me, eſpecially to take up with ſuch a chit as 


$ Jarvis. I can't conceive how he came to find 
N * any 
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© any charms in that baby face of hers, for 
© there is juſt as much meaning in any of 
© the paſte-board ones in a millener's 


© But I ramble from the point I want to ſe- 
© parate the doves, if poſſible, for ever.” : 


+ | © You will not find that fo eaſy a matter.” 


© I nave ſchemed their ſeparation ; but your 
aſſiſtance will be neceflary towards the exc- 
* cution of my deſign.” | 


£ WharT is it! 


© Tarxy are both to drink tea with me this 
* afternoon, When we have chatted for ſome 
time, I will take Harriot with me into a diſ- 
© tant room, and as a friend, for there is no- 
thing like the mafk of friendſhip when an 
“ miſchief of this kind is to be done, adviſe 
© her” N x ſtop to all proceedings between 
her her lover; telling her, that he has 
proved himſelf totally unworthy of her, as 
© his whole aim by marrying her, is to ſupply a 
* poor girl whom he privately married while he 
© was a ſtudent at Cambridge, with money, in 
order to hinder-her from claiming him as her 
* huſband, To ftrengthen my advice I have 
drawn up a letter in his bame, Which will, 
* Þ believe, not a lietle ſtagger her. Now, 
Clinton, while I am fo employed with ber, 
vou muſt go to work with im; and contrive 
* ſome plauſible ſtory. to fet him againſt her: 
© but that ſtory I leave to yow, for I am fare 
© that you can, if you-pleaſe, be very ſerviee- 
able to me by your invention, on this oceaſi- 
n. When the doves meet afterwards, oy 
. . wil 
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will feel rather aukwardly, I imagine, look 
at each other with embarraſſed countenances, 
and be in a ſtrange. agitation concerning 
what they have heard. When we have gone 
ſo far, we muſt prevent them from coming to 
any explanation, if they ſhould be inclined to 
make attempts towards an eclairciſſement, by 
not ſuffering them to go home together. 
Here your brother may ſtep in to our aſſiſt- 
Dance 


e 


Not to-day, my dear, for he went to town 
© this morning, in conſequente of a letter which 
© he received to inform him of Miſs Strutton's 
illneſs.“ Fr 105 | 


© WELL, then, on ſecond thoughts, we may 
do without him, I believe, and venture to let 
them return as, they came, for in all probabi- 
lity our joint endeavours to diſturb the har- 
mony between them may preduce a violent 
quarrel; if. we are diſappointed: we muſt have 
. recourſe to new plots, for; I ſhall have no reft 
till I have broken all their meaſures Should 
all my ſchemes prove unſucceſsful, and:ſhould 
they be, in ſpite of my efforts to divide them, 
connected together by. the cloſeſt ties, I ſhall 
I don't know. what I ſnall do leave the 
kingdom, perhaps; for while I remain in it I 
may have a chance to ſee their happy faces 
© ſomewhere. Free] inte - to! ; 


Wirn theſe. words, Miſs: Mowbray wiſhed 
ker friend a good morning, repeatedly deſiring 
her neither to diſappoant her, nor to forget 
.the game ſhe had to play, and went home 
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very well ſatisfied with her viſit, as Miſs Clin- 
ton had aſſured her that ſhe would wait on her 
in the afternoon, if her aunt was tolerable. 


Wren Matilda was gone, Miſs Clinton, 15 
ing of a different diſpoſition, went directly to 
her aunt, and told her how much ſhe had been 
ſhocked at Miſs Mowbray's having diſcovered 
ſuch a bad heart. I always thought, indeed, 
Madam, that ſhe was of a diſcontented and 
© fatirical turn, but I never imagined ſhe would 

6 take 4: e uni gratify her ill- nature. 


Sur Sen; e her aunt with the 
ſchemes which Miſs Mowbray had been com- 
municating to ſet Mr. Harriſon and Miſs Jarvis 
at varlance. 

Mines Onan ified up her hands and 
ee F really did not think that Miſs 
© Mowbray' would have turned out ſuch a 
. © diſgrace to/heriſex-—1 am ſorry you have 
© any acquaintance with her: ſuch people are 
© very dangerous companions : the friendſhif 
£: which: they profeſs can never be ſincere; It 
you was in Mifs Jarvis's ſituation juſt at this 
time, ſſie would, I dare ſay, take as much pains 

to deſtroy: your bappineſs. Vou do not in- 
tend, I hope, my dear, to forward "ea m__ 
_ tous defigns a | 
. ; : 2 
FW. „No, madam, I ſolly Rn to defeat 
them: but, with your leave, I will comply 
with her invitation this afternoon, that ſhe 
may not, from ny Raying aways MM my 
intention. ö 


. 
* 


1 


F 
| Miss 
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MISS ee. however, ſoon afterwards 
was obliged to fend 4 meſſage to Miſs Mowbray 
to put off 'her:engagement for the afternoon, 
her aunt having fallen down a long flight of 
ſtairs, and received ſome vety dangerous 
woundt on her head, to all Nr 10 n. 


Mak Cones: -rnelacholy: ſituation en- 
rolle her niece's attention, and made her 
very unhappy, though the ſurgeon, when he 
dreſſed the wounds, aſſured her that they were 
not ſo dangerous as they had appeared to be 
at firſt ſight. And indeed ſhe was in ſo fair a 
way to recover in a few days, hat Maſs Clinton 
began to think of N Mils e on her 
guard againſt Matilda. 


SHE accordingly wrote a letter to Miſs Jar- 
vis to inform her of the ſchemes which Miſs 
Moubray had formed againſt het peace, that 
both ſhe and Mr. Harriſon might be pre * 
for any of het ere g et] 
ons from each other. n W 

or > rey ety 2 v 
Wrrn fuch laudable intentions Mi Clinton 
diſpatched her letter, but it arrived too late to 
_ anſwer the end for which it was written: tho 
the motives 1221 =o 1 gt rendered it very at- 
ceptable. | N . ag: 
901 
Miss Mo WERAT, wiki G riss of Miſs 
Clinton's company by Mrs. Collier's accident, 
engaged another female friend in the neigh- 
bourhood to ſupply her place, who luckily be- 
ing of a ſimilar diſpoſition,” entered with great 


| ſpicit into the buſineſs — to her: ſo that 


b 


/ 
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by their combined efforts, Miſs- Jarvis and Mr. 


Harrifon returned from their viſit not with that 
mutual ſatisfa&ion which. they before enjoyed. 


Walls they were riding home with Mrs. 
Jarvis who called ſor them atter having made 
her viſus, they exchanged not a ſyllable, and 
ſhe could extort from them very few words, 


© You have had a very ſtupid vifit ſure, my 
dear — ſaid the to Hartiot— | 


© I win 1 was at home, madaw, was her 
anſwer, * 


© You ſeem to be low ſpirited too, Me. 
© Harriſon ; have you. met with nothing di- 
e aps, Lon 


Bs aa madam, ? aig A. and be 


Wurn = came home they found Mr. 
Jarvis and Harriſon at backgammon. 
—FHarriot went immediately into b own 
N | 1 | 
MI. Hennen, as elites as his 8 
into the room, put a letter into his hands. 
am forry,” 2 he, that we muſt leave 
our good friends here for a few days; but the 
* death of your uncle makes our journey to 
* Berkſhire CORP yo 1% on "RE ac- 
ccunts. * 1 


— woul have been very FS. to 
leave his miſtreſs ſo near the time appointed for 
| their 
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their wedding, if his mind had not been de- 
prived of its peace, by the intelligence com- 
municated to him at Miſs Mowbray's: but he 
left Raven's-Neſt the next morning with his 
father without reluQance, becauſe Harriot's 
altered behaviour to him, before his departure, 
convinced him that the intelligence which he 
had heard might be depended upon. 


Mx. HARRILS Ox, perceiving his ſon ex- 
tremely dejected, aſked him with his uſual ten- 
derneſs, if he was not well. | 


* 


1 perfe Aly well in health, Sir, e 
he, . . | 


| Hers he ſtopped, and ſighed. 


© Wyar then has happened to EFT 
pf _ a check to your natural chearful- 
; 1 


1A Py Sir,” at Mifs Mowbray's laß 
a © night, ſhocked me to the :greateſt. degree, 
by informing me that Miſs Jarvis had, to ber 
3 knowledge, an affair at this time with a 
young officer not worth ſix-pence; and 
X 4 that ſhe had promiſed to enable him to make 
© a figure agrevably to his wiſhes' out of her 
. en 


* I can hardly W what you tell me, 
ſon— Some envious devil has t up 
* this: ſtory on purpoſe to make miſchief— 
It is a very unlikely ſtory, and T will not 

give credit to it: I have a better ** 


— 
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© of Miſs Jarvis than to think that ſhe has de- 


* ſerved ſo heavy a charge. 


— 71 wish, Sir, that J could not give credit 
© to it; but this intercepted letter will, I 
© truſt, exculpate me from the accuſation of 
* credulity.” . 114631 5 i Han 


He then gave the letter to his father, 
who was ſtruck dumb at the peruſal of it. 


HARRTIO T, in a ſhort time after the de- 
parture of the Harriſons, val queſtioned about 
ber dejection, and ſurprized her parents in 
the ſame manner as her lover had ſurprized 
bis father, by producing an intercepted let- 
ter: by that letter it appeared that he had 
been married for ſome years. Sith ih 


TE aſtoniſhment and concern which Mr. 
and Mrs. Jarvis felt upon the occaſion, I will 
not pretend to deſcribe, becauſe I cannot 
deſcribe them with adequate expreſſions. 

hey both highly reſented young Harriſon's 
behaviour; and both determined not to re- ad- 
mit him on his former footing, till he had 
proved the letter with his name at the bot- 
tom of it to be a forged one. Little did they 
think what refleQiens were agitating hir mind 
at the ſame moment. 


Ix a ſtate of the moſt diſagreeable ſuſ- 
pence, the whole family at Raven's-Neſt re- 
mained, till the arrival of Miſs Clinton's 
letter. The peruſal of that letter gave an 
L EN inſtantaneous 
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inſtantaneous turn to their ideas, their ſpirits, 
and their features. Maſs Mowbray now ap- 
peared to Mrs. Jarvis not in an amiable, 
but-an execrable light. An expreſs was im- 
mediately diſpatcbed to Mr. Harriſon, at 
Harriſon-Hall in Berkſhire. They met 
were reconciled and ſoon afterwards mar- 
ried. 

Tux wedding-day of Lord Clayton was 
the happieſt he had ever ſpent in his life; 
and from the auſpicious omens with which 
he entered into the marriage-ſtate, he had 
| ſufficient encouragement to expe a lon 
continuance of the exquiſite felicity whic 
he felt, when, the ceremony at the altar was 
finiſhed. For many years there had not been 
ſo much, there never had been more, feſti- 
vity at Bromley-houſe——Wit, humour, and 


have thrown Him back ſeveral. years : he 
qui r his carriage : 
| 


en, 


Wuxx the bride retired with her mo- 
ther and ſome ladies who were invited to 
the wedding, Mr. Merrick gave a vent to 
certain conceits Which dartect into his mind 
during the circulation of the clatet, but | 


* 


— _— 6ꝛͤ— — 
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Ke ſuppreſſed out of reſpe& to the female 
ears in his company; and when Lord Clay- 
ton expreſſed a deſire to retreat, he graſped 
the bottle which ſtood before him, with 
looks ſtrongly expreſſive of his joyous feel- 
ings, and drank, © LUCK at LAST, in a 
bumper. Lord Bromley followed him im- 
mediately, and every man in the room 
2 the evening with the ſame ſignificant 
ealth. 


